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GOVERNOR CUERVO AND THE BEGINNINGS
OF ALBUQUERQUE: ANOTHER LOOK
MARC SIMMONS

ON APRIL 23, 1706, some seventy years before the American
Revolution, Governor Francisco Cuervo y Valdes of New Mexico
sat at a writing table in the dimly lit halls of his mud palace on the
Santa Fe plaza, He was composing a formal document to his
sovereign in Spain and to the viceroy in Mexico City, attesting to
the creation of a new town. Deftly he wrote, "I certify to the king,
our lord, and to the most excellent senor viceroy . . . That I
founded a villa on the banks and in the valley of the Rio del Norte
in a good place as regards land, water, pasture, and firewood. . .
I gave it as patron titular saint the glorious apostle of the Indies,
Senor Francisco Xavier, and called and named it the villa of
Alburquerque." I
With a hint of pride in his words, Governor Cuervo went on to
relate the progress that had been made to date. Thirty-five families, he asserted, had already taken up residence in the town, comprising 252 adults and children. A spacious church had been completed, and a house for the priest was well underway. A start had
been made on the casas reales, that is the government buildings for
local officials. The settlers had finished their houses, which were
provided with corrals for livestock. Irrigation ditches were open
and running. Crops were sown. The town was now in good order,
well-arranged, and all had been achieved without any expense to
the Royal Treasury. This last implied that the people themselves
had borne the entire costs for the town's founding.
The governor wished to emphasize the legality of his actions.
Therefore, he declared that he had followed the procedures prescribed for the establishment of new municipalities as set forth in
the royal laws contained in the Recopilaci6n, the law book that
0028-6206/80/0700-0188 $2.00/0
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governed the conduct of colonial officials. Having said that, and
having added a note attesting to the refounding of the Pueblo of
Galisteo, which had been abandoned during the turbulence of the
Pueblo revolt and reconquest, Francisco Cuervo y Valdes affixed
his signature to the paper, had it witnessed by his secretary, and
sealed it with an impression of his coat of arms. 2
The governor's words contained in this formal document of certification are straightforward and clear enough: he founded the
villa of Albuquerque in 1706, he provided his superiors certain
details about the number of settlers and the buildings then under
construction or already completed, and he stated that the project
had been carried out in strict conformity with the law. The legal
code, which he referred to as the Recopilaci6n, was the celebrated
Recopilaci6n de las Leyes de Indias, Spain's monumental compilation of laws covering practically all aspects of colonial government and public life. One section dealt specifically with the procedures and requirements for creation of new towns.
According to that code, a minimum of thirty family heads was
necessary to charter a villa. The site chosen should have good
water, arable land, and some timber, if possible. The town received four square leagues of land, measured with a cord. At its
center, space was to be marked off for a plaza, a church, and government buildings. As soon as streets were laid out, each family
should be given a lot for a house and assigned farm plots in severalty. After living upon the lots and improving the farmland for a
specified number of years, residents obtained final title. Portions
of the town grant, not distributed to citizens, were reserved as
commons (ejidos) available to all for pasturing, wood gathering,
or rock quarrying. Further, a villa was to have an elected council
(cabildo) with jurisdiction over executive and judicial affairs of
the municipality.3 These major provisions, and other minor ones,
were all designed to provide Spanish colonial towns with an orderly form of government.
Three days after certifying to the founding of Albuquerque,
Governor Cuervo wrote a letter to the Viceroy, Francisco
Fernandez de la Cueva, Duke of Alburquerque. 4 In it he provided
background information about the new villa which had not been
included in the earlier notice of certification. Motivated by a
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desire to see New Mexico expand and prosper, Governor Cuervo
said that he had issued orders for the placing of a villa on the river
below Bernalillo and Alameda. In advance of actual settlement, he
had sent one of his subordinates, General Juan de Ulibar.ri, to
scout the area and find a suitable site. The spot Ulibarri selected
possessed the necessary tillable land, water, pasture, and firewood, as the law required. It had other natural advantages, too,
which though left unmentioned by Cuervo in his letter to the
viceroy, could scarcely have'escaped notice. For one, the center of
the proposed villa was situated on ground slightly elevated above
the surrounding bottom lands affording some protection from
periodic flooding by the Rio Grande, or Rio del Norte as the governor called it. For another, the geographical position of the town
appeared ideal as far as the practical needs of the future settlers
were concerned. It lay astride the Camino Real, a good ford on the
river existed nearby to the west, and a dozen miles due eastward
yawned the mouth of the Canon de CarnUl~ (Tijeras Canyon), a
pass giving access to the plains beyond the Sandia Mountains.
Once the site had been chosen, Cuervo explained that he made a
public announcement throughout the province inviting citizens to
join in creating the new community. Many families responded, he
told the viceroy, bringing with them herds of cattle and flocks of
sheep. For security, he detached a squad of ten soldiers from the
Santa Fe presidio and sent it to escort the settlers while on the road
and then to take up permanent guard duty at the villa. The troops,
accompanied by their families, were led by Captain Martin Hurtado. Their presence played an important part in attracting participants to the endeavor, because, as the governor himself noted
gravely, the country south of Bernalillo was alive with hostile
Apaches. Even as few as ten soldiers stationed in the villa could offer considerable comfort to the Spanish colonists.
Thus far Governor Cuervo had provided the viceroy with simple
information, but now he could not resist the temptation to make
an optimistic forecast about his municipal creation. "I do not
doubt, very excellent lord, that in a short time this will be the most
prosperous Villa for its growth of cattle and abundance of grain,
because of its great fertility and for [my] having given it, in
. spiritual and temporal things, the patron saints that I have chosen,
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namely the ever glorious apostle of the Indies, San Francisco
Xavier, and Your Excellency, with whose names the town has
been entitled Villa de Alburquerque de San Francisco Xavier del
Bosque."5 Clearly the governor was bucking for favor when he
gave the viceroy's name to the new town.
In conclusion, Cuervo declared, "The Villa was sworn, taking
into account the things ordered by his Majesty in his royallaws."6
By the word "sworn," he meant that the heads of households had
taken an oath as charter citizens to live upon and improve lands
allotted to them as a requirement for gaining final title of possession.
From the foregoing statements, it is clear Governor Cuervo intended to show that, through his own efforts, he had assembled a
respectable number of colonists and chartered the new villa of
Albuquerque; that he had ordered delineation of the outer boundaries of the community as well as the marking of a site for a plaza;
and that he had caused a church and government offices to be
built. Unfortunately, other evidence indicates that the ambitious
governor, in his claims, strayed several degrees from the truth. Indeed, as a subsequent review of other documents will show, he uttered numerous half-truths and several outright falsehoods. Some
doubt is, therefore, cast upon the traditional belief that Albuquerque was founded as a lawful Spanish municipality.
The subject is of more than academic interest. As child and heir
of the Spanish colonial villa, the modern city of Albuquerque has
on occasion asserted claim to land and water rights in the courts
by reference to Hispanic law governing the community at its
founding. Such a stand has always been predicated upon the position that Governor Cuervo, true to his word to the king and
viceroy, conducted the formal proceedings and followed the steps
as stipulated by the Recopilaci6n which were needed to establish
Albuquerque as a legal entity.
In 1881, at the beginning of the boom occasioned by arrival of
the railroad, the city of Albuquerque placed a petition before the
state Surveyor General asking that he survey a tract of four square
leagues (roughly 17.2 square miles), centering upon the Old Town
plaza, and then recommend to Congress that it place Albuquerque
in possession. The claim was based solely upon the old Spanish
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practice of granting four square leagues to each new villa.
Although Governor Cuervo had never referred in existing documents to such a grant, it has always been supposed that one was
made, owing to his sweeping assertion that he had hewed to the
letter of the law as spelled out in the Recopilaci6n.
The Surveyor General of New Mexico evidently assumed as
much, for he acted favorably upon Albuquerque's petition,
surveyed the "imagined" four square leagues, and recommended
it for confirmation by Congress. He was careful to explain to
Washington, however, that, "No original documents constituting
or creating the grant hereby are known to exist, and therefore no
such document can be filed herewith."7 What he supposed, as
have most lawyers and historians since, was that the original grant
papers, which Cuervo must have drawn up, had become lost over
the years, but that unfortunate circumstance notwithstanding,
Albuquerque was still entitled to its four leagues of land. The
tough-minded Congressmen, though, were not swayed by such an
argument, and eventually the city's claim was disallowed.
The issue came up again in 1959, but this time in relation to
water rights. The city became involved in a dispute with the state
over use of waters in the surrounding Rio Grande basin. It claimed
that under Spanish law the villa of Albuquerque was conceded all
the water necessary for its growth and development and that since
the modern city was the legal heir of the villa, its right in this
regard remained unimpaired. The New Mexico Supreme Court
finally decided against the city on the basis of other legal points.
Yet what is significant here is that much of Albuquerque's stand
rested upon the popular assumption that in the year 1706 Governor Francisco Cuervo y Valdes officially established a valid community according to the laws of Spain. 8
It is now possible to clarify, in some measure, the incidents attendant upon Albuquerque's beginnings, particularly the actions
of Governor Cuervo. But since serious gaps still exist in the documentary record, our picture,. though revised and brought into
sharper focus, remains disappointingly fuzzy around the edges.
Keeping that fact in mind, we can begin by taking a close look at
what was going on in New Mexico, and especially in the Middle
Rio Grande Valley, during the years immediately prior to 1706.

.,
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When Governor Diego de Vargas died at Bernalillo in April
1704, his second in command Juan Paez Hurtado, a native of
Andalucia and a staunch soldier, took charge of the province. At
once he notified the viceroy, the Duke of Alburquerque, of
Vargas's passing, and then he set about holding things together
until a replacement could be named.
Paez Hurtado had no easy task, for New Mexico was in a state of
extraordinary disarray. Predatory bands of Apache and Navajo
stalked the small Spanish settlements and ranches, and nothing the
few score soldiers were able to do seemed to stem their constant attacks. Those same soldiers, in whose hands defense of the frontier
lay, suffered from lack of provisions, a shortage of horses, inadequate pay, and low morale. Compounding the Indian problem,
some of the western Pueblos still refused to submit to Spanish rule.
The Zuni, after first pledging loyalty, had changed their minds
and abandoning their pueblo fled to a neighboring mesa top where
they remained until a Spanish priest talked them down in 1705.
The Hopi, still farther west, continued defiant and, indeed, would
persist as a thorn in the side of Spanish governors throughout the
remainder of the colonial period.
The settler folk who had come with Vargas in 1693 and others
who arrived in a thin but steady trickle in succeeding years had
not fared well. Government support in the form of provisions and
tools sustained them initially, while they commenced to rebuild
the province, but such aid was drastically curtailed in 1698 when
officials of the royal treasury in Mexico City arbitrarily decided
that New Mexicans should have made enough headway by then to
go it alone. The loss of material backing unluckily coincided with
the beginning of a severe drought which stretched without relief
from 1698 to 1704. Streams evaporated, scorched pastureland
was grazed over and became ankle-deep in dust. Crops withered
and produced at harvest scarcely enough seed for the next planting. Livestock wasted away. And hunger became a grim spectre
stalking the colonists. The stars, it seemed, were aligned against
them. 9
The miserable economic conditions led inevitably to social discord. Petty controversies split the populace into squabbling factions and produced so much poisoned air that many embittered
persons threatened to pull stakes and return to El Paso.

SIMMONS: BEGINNINGS OF ALBUQUERQUE

195

It was this atmosphere of despair and gloom which Francisco
Cuervo y Valdes found when he arrived at Santa Fe on March 10,
1705, to take over the reins of government. He had received his
appointment to office directly from the viceroy, on condition that
the king approve. But since such approval might be months in
coming, owing to the slowness of trans-Atlantic mail service,
Cuervo had hastened on to New Mexico to begin at once putting
affairs there in order. Until confirmed in office, he would be
merely the provisional governor. That temporary status perhaps
explains his strenuous efforts to make a good showing during the
first months after his arrival. 10
Cuervo was well fitted by background and experience to follow
in the footsteps of the lamented Governor Vargas. A native of
Santa Maria de Grado in the province of Asturias, northern Spain,
his family was evidently of the nobility, for noble lineage was one
of the requirements for membership in the military order of Santiago, to which Cuervo was elected sometime after 1698. 11
He arrived in the New World in the year 1678 and proceeded to
Sonora (which included much of present-day southern Arizona)
where he took up duties as an infantry captain. Three years later,
he became lieutenant-governor of the province. Thereafter, he
served in succession as the military governor of the provinces of
Nuevo Leon and Coahuila, which lay immediately to the south of
Texas. It was his skillful performance in the handling of those offices and his wide knowledge of frontier affairs that led the Duke
of Alburquerque to name him to the governorship of New Mexico
late in 1704.
Once in Santa Fe, Cuervo made a hasty survey of local conditions and discovered excellent grounds for apprehension. The
depth of his dismay is evident in words he addressed to the king. "I
have never seen so much want, mise'ry, and backwardness in my
life," he wrote His Majesty. "I suspect this land was better off
before the Spaniards came." 12 Such a candid admission indicates
that the new governor was something of a realist.
Since military defense was one of his prime concerns, Cuervo
undertook a quick inspection of the one hundred regular troops attached to the Santa Fe presidio. Then he called for a general
muster of the citizens' militia. Because of the constant danger
from hostile Indians, all able-bodied men were enrolled in militia
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companies. Under orders of the g<;>Vernor, those from the towns of
Santa Cruz de la Canada and Bernalillo marched to the capital for
a review and inspection. The Bernalillo contingent, the military
records note, was led by three captains: Fernando de Chavez,
Diego de Montoya, and Manuel Baca. All were destined to playa
prominent role in the early history of Albuquerque. 13
With a coldly professional eye, Governor Cuervo tallied up his
forces, both regular and volunteer, and determined that their
number was far too small to defend his broad domain. He fired off
a letter to Mexico City asking for reinforcements, but as he may
well have anticipated, the economy-minded viceroy simply
pigeonholed the request. No more soldiers were to be forthcoming.
The governor's next move was to take the troops already
quartered in Santa Fe and spread them out on the frontier. He
hoped that by patrolling the danger zones with small squads, the
Apaches and other tribes could be stopped from running roughshod over the New Mexican settlements. To that end, temporary
detachments were stationed at the pueblos of Santa Clara,
Cochiti, Jemez, Laguna, Acoma, and Zuni.
As part of a broad policy to gain cooperation of the Pueblo Indians, Cuervo toured their villages, spoke to the leaders in conciliatory terms, and obtained promises of aid in the continuing
war against the Apache. From those meetings, he drew a high
opinion of the Pueblo people, referring to them as handsome in appearance and industrious by nature. 14 The Indians, for their part,
responded favorably to the governor's overtures. Indeed, they
came to regard him as something of a savior, or so he tried to convince the king. By letter, Cuervo declared immodestly that Pueblo
spokesmen who gathered at Santa Fe in January 1706 voluntarily
composed a document urging that "Don Francisco Cuervo y
Valdes be continued and maintained in this administration for
such time as is His Majesty's will. . . . "15
The implication is plain. Worried over his pending confirmation, the governor had contrived an endorsement from the Indians
in a bid to polish his image and win approval from the crown.
Something of the same motive, in part, was behind Cuervo's move
to create a new villa in the Bosque de Dona Luisa. Certainly, he exaggerated on paper the dimensions of the project and his role in its
initiation, as we shall see shortly.
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Actually, interest in founding a villa somewhere in the Middle
Valley of the Rio Grande had existed long before Cuervo y Valdes
assumed the governorship. The idea first surfaced in 1662 when
Governor Pefialosa made an unsuccessful attempt to promote a
town in that area. The matter came up again after the revolt and
reconquest. The municipal council of Santa Fe in 1698 called
upon the governor to establish a villa in the Rio Abajo, but once
more, nothing was done. 16
While officialdom may have been guilty of heel dragging with
regard to organizing a formal villa, the same could not be said for
individual Spanish colonists who were eager to develop the potentially rich agricultural lands of the Middle Valley. Some of them,
as mentioned earlier, had peeled off from Vargas's returning column in 1693 and reoccupied portions of the valley, especially the
Bernalillo district. Over the next several years, Governor Vargas
made a number of land grants to persons who desired farms in the
country between Alameda and the swamps of Mejia. One of those
grants, issued in the summer of 1704, went to Luis Garcia, who
reclaimed the estate of his grandfather, the former lieutenantgovernor, Alonso Garcia. 17
The pueblo of Alameda itself, which had been burned by the
Spaniards in the aftermath of the Pueblo Revolt, remained
untenanted until 1702 when missionaries gathered about fifty
stray Tiwas and rebuilt the village. This population, however, was
evidently too small to maintain a viable community, and six years
later, the Indians moved downstream and joined Isleta Pueblo. IS
That left the abundant and fertile farmland, stretching south from
Bernalillo, available to Spanish citizens who might wish to apply
for grants.
One nucleus of settlement, predating the founding of Albuquerque, was the village of Atrisco, located on the west bank of the
river and facing the site of the future villa. At least by 1703, the
place was recognized as a community even though in form it was
no more than a collection of farms. Lacking any municipal organization, Atrisco was attached for administrative purposes first to
Bernalillo and, then after 1706, to Albuquerque. Throughout the
remainder of the colonial period, the village was a satellite of its
larger neighbor, and in fact was often spoken of as "Atrisco de
Albuquerque. "19

Tenth Duke of Alburquerque. During his term as Viceroy of New Spain the Villa de
Alburquerque was founded. Courtesy of T. M. Pearce.
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One thing is clear then: a number of Spanish property holdings
existed on both sides of the Rio Grande well before Governor
Cuervo certified to the king and viceroy in the spring of 1706 that
he had founded the Villa of Alburquerque. But in spite of that
start, there had been no great rush of settlers from elsewhere in
New Mexico to claim a share of the plentiful cropland and pasture
available in the region. The vulnerability of the valley to Indian
attack offered the major stumbling block to expansion of settlement. That problem, Cuervo hoped to alleviate by stationing the
detachment of ten soldiers at the new villa. Their presence plainly
proved to be a key factor in luring colonists to Albuquerque.
Information surrounding the actual formation of the villa, including the ceremonial taking of possession and distribution of
lands to residents, is· very thin. Most writers have tried to reconstruct a picture of the event by reference to procedures set dow~in
Spanish law and to ceremonies, described at a later date, for the
founding of other New Mexico towns. 20 There would seem to be
justification for such guessing because Governor Cuervo, as noted,
did give the king flat assurance that in establishing Albuquerque
he followed the laws as set down in the Recopilacion.
In a remote area, such as New Mexico, however, some flexibility
in application of the laws seems to have been permitted. General
Vargas, for example, upon creating the villa of Santa Cruz in
1695, placed it under an appointed alcalde mayor, who also had
the title of militia captain, rather than under the usual elective
municipal council, or cabildo. As he pointed out, he gave the town
"this style and form of government because of its being on the
frontier."21 In addition, he specifically decreed that Santa Fe, the
first villa of the province, should alone have the privilege of
operating under a municipal council. The precedent established
by that order as well as Albuquerque's status as a frontier community, perhaps explain why Governor Cuervo in chartering his
new villa in 1706 provided it with an alcalde mayor rather than a
cabildo.
A native born New Mexican, forty-six year old Captain Martin
Hurtado, was the man Governor Cuervo selected to serve as the
first alcalde mayor of the Villa of Alburquerque, as well as the
commander of the ten man military squad t<;> be garrisoned there.

.
,
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To Hurtado must go credit for partitioning lands among charter
members of the villa, which he did during January 1706, and for
conducting the founding ceremony on the following February 7.
We would like to believe that the assembled populace gathered at
the spot selected for a plaza, participated in the marking off of
streets and town lots, and helped designate the sites for a church
and soldiers' quarters. They would also have followed behind
Captain Hurtado while the town's lawful four square leagues were
measured and marked. In conformity with ancient Spanish custom, they would have pulled up grass, thrown rocks in the air,and
shouted, "long live the king!", symbolic acts associated with the
taking possession of new lands. Later, some of the colonists recorded that they had sworn an oath, which confirms that some
kind of formal proceedings took place. But whether the four
leagues were actually surveyed and whether plaza, streets, lots,
and commons were marked is open to question. 22
Further uncertainty surrounds the actual number of charter
citizens. The governor's own declaration that there were thirtyfive families with 252 people has generally been accepted by
scholars. But Juan Candelaria, recollecting seventy years after the
fact, stated that the villa got its start when twelve families from
Bernalillo moved to the site, accompanied by the soldier escort
which Governor Cuervo had assigned to them. 23
A wholly different picture emerges from the records of an investigation into the governor's activities which was conducted in
1712, after he had left office and returned to Mexico. At thattime
the king's ministers, while reviewing documents in their archive,
discovered discrepencies in some of the claims put forth by former
governor Cuervo y Valdes of New Mexico. As a result, they
prevailed upon the crown to issue a royal cedula, or decree, directing the current governor of the province, Juan Igancio Flores
Mogollon, to open an official inquiry. Specifically, they wanted to
know whether Albuquerque had been legally founded and
whether the charter families had numbered thirty-five, as Cuervo
maintained. They also asked that his claims to having created
another villa north of Santa Fe, called Santa Maria de Grado, and
having refounded the abandoned pueblos of Galisteo and Pojoaque with displaced Indians be examined.
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. At Santa Fe, Governor Flores Mogollon, upon. receIvmg the
king's cedula, appointed Vargas's old friend and subordinate,
General Juan Paez Hurtado, to carry out the investigation. The
general spent several· months traveling about the province taking
depositions from citizens, and his findings, particularly as they
relate to the beginnings of Albuquerque, are most illuminating.
Opening the judicial inquiry at the Villa of Alburquerque on
OCtober 21, 1712, Paez Hurtado summoned witnesses and received their testimony "under the sign of the cross," that is, under
oath. Here is the statement of Pedro Azencio Lopez:
Question: Was he one of the founding citizens of the villa which
was settled by order of Don Francisco Cuervo?
Lopez: That was true. He had joined with his father, Pedro Lopez,
when the governor founded it.
Question: How many persons were in his family?
Lopez: Five.
Question: Did he know the total number of founding families?
Lopez: There were nineteen original families, plus the ten soldiers,
with their women and children, who served as guard for the vicinity. The nineteen families at the time comprised 103 people, not
counting dependents of the soldiers. Now they totaled 129 people.
Question: Had the said Don Francisco Cuervo provided them any
government aid (ayuda de costa) at the founding?
Lopez: He knew of none.
Question: Had the villa been established in proper form with
streets and a plaza?
Lopez: He and the other settlers had moved into the houses abandoned by the Spaniards in 1680, occupying the same estancias
and farms. What was called the villa stretched for more than two
and a half miles (one league) from the first house to the last.
Question: Were there now any families here beyond those settled
by Don Francisco Cuervo?
Lopez: Yes. Seven additional families with twenty-two people.
Pedro Lopez then declared that he knew no more about the matter and was dismissed. A succession of other witnesses gave similar
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testimony, in each case verifying Lopez's population figures.
From their statements, a few supplementary details can be
gleaned. For example, Captain Fernando Duran y Chavez, long
one of the leading men of the valley, was asked if Albuquerque
had been lawfully formed with streets and a plaza, as His Majesty
required. He responded that from the day of its founding, the villa
had the same layout as it did then, with the residents living in
homes built before 1680. They were scattered for a league from
the first house of Baltasar Romero on the north [at modern Ranchos de Albuquerque] to the last house on the south, that of Pedro
Lopez [below Central Avenue]. All of this area, he noted, was
heavily wooded (en mucha alameda). And, he reports that it was
by the authority of Governor Cuervo that the pre-revolt estancias
and farms were allotted to the new citizenry.
From these declarations, it can be seen that the governor's
original account to the king and viceroy in 1706 varied rather
widely from that of the witnesses interviewed by General Paez
Hurtado. Not only that, the general learned in his continuing investigation that Cuervo had fraudulently claimed to have created
a new villa above Santa Fe, naming it after his birthplace in Spain,
Santa Maria de Grado. No such town, in fact, had been founded.
Further, while the governor had actually resettled the pueblos of
Galisteo and Pojoaque in the north, he grossly inflated the number
of Indians involved. All this, Paez Hurtado entered into the formal
record of his inquiry.24
As already indicated, Governor Cuervo y Valdez seemed to
have been intent upon currying favor among his superiors. No
doubt, it was that simple motive which led him to color the truth.
To the Spanish mind, the founding of a villa carried immense prestige, and the governor beyond question wished to add that accolade to his name. An eighteenth century friar-scholar, Silvestre
Velez de Escalante, who composed a history of early New Mexico,
wrote with biting. sarcasm that Governor Cuervo, "eager to accumulate merits, falsified his reports. "25 It is difficult to disagree
with that judgment.
But where does that leave us with regard to the status and early
history of Albuquerque? Must all of Cuervo's utterances on its
founding be dismissed, or did he mix truth with fiction? Is it possi-
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ble to draw any satisfactory conclusions on the matter at this late
date?
Assimilating all currently available information, this much
seems evident. Governor Cuervo, in writing to his superiors, portrayed himself as the architect of the new and glorious villa of
Albuquerque. He erroneously claimed a founding population of
thirty-five families, when in fact there were little more than half
that number. Perhaps the governor pumped up the figure so that it
would surpass, by a comfortable margin, the minimum requirement of thirty families as specified in the Recopilacion. Very few
of the other stipulations pertaining to new villas seem to have been
met. Whatever was done, must have been performed in the most
casual, haphazard manner. At the time of the judicial inquiry of
1712, none of the witnesses indicated that even the elementary
task of designating a plaza and streets had been carried out. Nor
did they make reference to the building of a church, although
other contemporary documents affirm that one was in progress
during the villa's first years. Certainly, Governor Cuervo's solemn
assertion to the king in 1706 that a church was already completed
must be viewed with skepticism.
What appears to have occurred is this: Upon learning that ten
soldiers were to be stationed in the area, nineteen families
migrated to the Albuquerque valley, probably coming in piecemeal fashion, that is, not in a body, and, upon arrival they were
assigned individual land grants. Many of those, especially the
twelve families Juan Candelaria mentions as coming from Bernalillo, were actually reclaiming properties that had belonged to
their ancestors before the revolt of 1680. All households, so far as
we can tell, received private grants of farm and ranch land. There
is no evidence that any family was enrolled as a member of the
four square league community grant alleged to have been made to
the Villa of Alburquerque. As the settlers in 1712 made plain,
Albuquerque was not the usual compact urban town one thought
of in connection with the rank and title of a villa. Rather it was a
mere collection of farms spread along the Rio Grande. From all
reports, this pattern of dispersal continued throughout much of
the century.
General Pedro de Rivera, for instance, while on a military in-
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spection tour of New Mexico in 1726, passed through Albuquerque and observed that the majority of it~ population, made up of
Spaniards, mestizos and mulattos, lived on scattered farms. In
1754, Father Manuel Trigo, traveling upriver from Isleta spoke of
reaching the villa, "or I might say the site of the villa of Albuquerque, for the settlers, who inhabit it on Sunday, do not live there.
They must stay on their farms to keep watch over their cornfields,
which are planted at a very pretty place three leagues distant,
called La Alameda." And finally as late as 1776, another priest,
Fray Francisco Dominguez, spoke of the villa itself as consisting of
only twenty-four houses located near the mission. "The rest of
what is called Albuquerque," he wrote, "extends upstream to the
north, and all of it is a settlement of farms on the meadows of the
said river for the distance of a league. "26 It bears mentioning that
throughout the colonial years, New Mexico's other villas, Santa Fe
and EI Paso del Norte, and especially Santa Cruz de la Canada, all
showed similar characteristics of population dispersal and lack of
genuine urbanism.
After a church was up and functioning, the Albuquerque
citizenry evidently erected second homes, or "Sunday residences,"
on or near today's Old Town Plaza. Thereafter, for at least the
first three quarters of the eighteenth century, the community retained this loose and informal aspect. Only gradually in later
years did a body of permanent residents take root around an
emerging plaza. But notwithstanding its uncharacteristic and
extra-legal design, the town was known from 1706 onward as the
Villa de Alburquerque, and no one appears to have challenged its
right to use the prestigious title of "villa."
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1. Charles Wilson Hackett, ed., Historical Documents Relating to New Mexico, Nueva Vizcaya, and Approaches Thereto, to 1773, 3 vols. (Washington,
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"Lorenzo de Carabajal, a resident of this town of Albuquerque and San Javier,
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The founding date of February 7 is given by Juan Candelaria. However, the
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Names of the families are provided.
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26. Vito Alessio Robles, ed., Diario y Derrotero de Brigadier Pedro de Rivera
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Recopilaci6n, book IV, title VIII, law II.
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News Notes
IN AN EXHIBITION OPENING October 5, 1980, the Maxwell Museum of Anthropology at the University of New Mexico will feature artifacts recovered from prehistoric villages in Tijeras Canyon and full-scale reconstructed portions of the
site called Tijeras Pueblo. The site, just east of Albuquerque, was excavated by
UNM Archeology Field School during the 1970s under the direction of Dr. W.
James Judge and Dr. Linda Cordell. The 200-room village was occupied from
A.D. 1313 to ca. 1425.
The exhibition, entitled, "TijerasC~nyon, Analyses of the Past," is coordinated with a book by Dr. Cordell, published by Maxwell Museum/UNM Press,
which is scheduled for release in October. The focus of the exhibit and publica.tion is the questions asked by the archeologists during the Tijeras work, the
methods used to obtain the answers, and the relevance that the archeological
program has to contemporary life.
The museum, located on the UNM campus on Redondo Drive near University
Blvd., has collections which are worldwide in scope, but the museum focuses
special attention on the native cultures of the American Southwest.
You are invited to visit the exhibit during its year-long showing. You are also
cordially invited to support the museum and to participate in museum activities
by becoming a member of the Maxwell Museum Association. Members are provided special tours, a lecture series, exhibit previews, gift shop discounts, a
quarterly newsletter, and opportunities to become involved.in volunteer programs. To become a member, please contact the Maxwell Museum, University of
New Mexico, Albuquerque, N.M. 87131. Telephone 505-277-4404.
CoNGRATULATIONS TO THE TORRANCE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY on its
new book, A History of Torrance County. The book features the activities of
early man, the Pueblos, Spanish, and later settlers in the Estancia Valley. The
stories of 585 families, local churches and organizations are told. Included are
1200 photographs, tributes, memorials, and a family-name index. Other society
projects are historical tours and researching and posting a historical marker at
the first dry ice plant in the U.S., located between McIntosh and Estancia. The
county history book is available from the Torrance County Historical Society,
Box 301, Estancia, NM, 87016. Proceeds from the book will fund a historical
scholarship.

CULTURAL CHANGE ON
THE SOUTHWEST FRONTIER:
ALBUQUERQUE SCHOOLING, 1870-1895
CHARLES D. BIEBEL

UNTIL THE LAST QUARTER of the nineteenth century, large sections of the far Southwest remained relatively unaffected by the industrial modernization and urban growth occurring in other parts
of the United States. The isolation resulting from immense distances, inhospitable climate and terrain, and unpacified Indians
all served to impede the "Americanization" of large portions of
New Mexico and Arizona. Although San Francisco by 1880 was
already a major urban center with a population of almost a
quarter of a million, hinterland towns such as Albuquerque, New
Mexico, remained largely pre-industrial agricultural villages with
predominately Hispanic populations until the introduction of rail
transportation in the late 1870s and early 1880s. Albuquerque
provides a striking example of the rapid urban growth and social
alteration attendant to the coming of the railroad. This paper
focuses on schooling as one important indicator of the dramatic
changes in social patterns and cultural values resulting from major economic innovation.
Albuquerque was founded in 1706 on a strategic portion of EI
Camino Real, the main north-south trade route between Santa Fe
and Chihuahua. It remained a small agricultural village well into
the nineteenth century. In the decades after 1820, when New Mexico was legally open to trade with itinerant American merchants
coming west from Missouri, the town's population grew slowly. In
1860 it stood at 1,608, although at least 500 townsmen were
members of the Fifth Infantry of the U.S. Army of the West. l
By 1870 the Army post had been removed, and the population
had decreased to 1,307. Of the male working force, 70 percent
0028-6206/80/0700-0209 $2.20/0
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were still classified as agricultural workers. Trade had quickened,
however, and along with eight resident Anglo merchants, two
dozen Anglo tradesmen and professionals had arrived, including
four carpenters, a tailor, blacksmith, stonecutter, two physicians,
a half-dozen lawyers, and a federal postmaster and federal judge.
Although the town served as county seat for Bernalillo County and
the site of a federal District Court, thus a "lawyers' town," the
richest men in the community continued to be Hispanic
"farmers." Their vast landholdings and flocks provided employment for the largest segment of the laboring class. The Hispanic
ricos also served as wholesale merchant capitalists and controlled
much of the freighting business necessary to bring goods to the
area. In a community where 90 percent of the customers were Hispanic and where the dominant social and cultural institution was
the Catholic church, Anglo merchants learned to speak Spanish,
married Hispanic women, and gave their children Hispanic first
names. 2
The late 1860s and early 1870s were trying times in Albuquerque. The loss of the Army post in 1867 severely retarded the chief
source of hard money in the economy. In the spring of 1874 the
periodically fierce Rio Grande burst from its banks, devastating irrigation ditches and farm land, dissolving adobe buildings, and
killing livestock. For several days the central plaza of the town
became a solitary islandmarooned in a sea of destruction. Misfortune continued. Later in the same year the town lost the lucrative
contract for the federal Arizona Mail Route to a more aggressive
Santa Fe; with the mail contract went an estimated annual yield of
$50,000 scarce dollars. 3 To make matters worse, the nearby town
of Bernalillo, an older and richer village, began a campaign to
wrest away the seat of county government from Albuquerque. In
March of 1878, Bernalillo succeeded in winning the court house
and the mercantile exchange it attracted. 4 As businesses failed, the
future looked grim.
By the winter of 1878-79, however, the fate of the town began
to change. The New Mexico Territorial Assembly approved a railroad incorporation act, and shortly thereafter the Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad organized the New Mexico and
Southern Pacific Railroad (NM & SP) for the purpose of constructing and operating a branch line across New Mexico. This branch
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line was slated to connect near Albuquerque with the projected
tracks of the Atlantic and Pacific (A & P), a joint venture of the
Santa Fe and the St. Louis and San Francisco, to be built west to
California on the 35th parallel. Spirits rose when the first Santa Fe
train entered New Mexico on December 7, 1878. Commercial activity had already begun to quicken when agents of the NM & SP
determined that Albuquerque, not Bernalillo, would become the
site for the Santa Fe's main division point and repair facilities.
This decision meant major cash expenditures for building and
materials and substantial monthly payrolls for wage employees,S
Men of foresight and ambition began boldly to plan for the
future. Among them were three who would play crucial roles in
promoting Albuquerque's fortunes: Franz Huning, Elias S. Stover,
and William C. Hazledine. Huning was a major transitional figure
from the prior period of Hispanic dominance, An immigrant from
Hanover, Germany, in the 1840s, Huning had stopped in Albuquerque on his way to the California gold fields in 1849, In the
1850s, Huning and his brothers Charles and Louis began freighting goods across the Santa Fe Trail for resale in Albuquerque, By
the seventies, the Hunings were important and successful merchant capitalists with flour mills and a half-dozen general stores in
the Albuquerque trading area. 6
Elias Sleeper Stover, on the other hand, was born in Rockland,
Maine, in 1836. Afterseveral years at sea, Stover migrated to Kansas where, after serving in the Civil War, he became a successful
real estate operator in Council Grove. Soon elected to the Kansas
State Legislature, Stover served as lieutenant governor of Kansas
from 1872 to 1874. "Governor" Stover came to Albuquerque as a
wholesale merchant in 1876 just as the Santa Fe Railroad laid
plans to build west. By 1879 Stover & Co. had expanded its trade
to include wool and hide export, and Stover had become a prominent member of the new commercial elite which was beginning to
dominate the now bustling community. Through Kansas connections, Stover became vice president of the New Mexico Town
Company, a subsidiary of the Santa pe Railroad responsible for
platting and merchandising land in new towns formed along the
railroad's right-of-way in the New Mexico Territory. 7
William C. Hazledine was another important newcomer. Born
in Michigan in 1844, Hazledine migrated to Arkansas after the
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Civil War where he became a successful lawyer, state legislator,
and district judge. In 1875, "Judge" Hazledine arrived in Santa
Fe where he became the friend and partner of William Breeden,
chairman of the New Mexico Republican Party, member of the
notorious Santa Fe Ring, and territorial attorney general from
1881-1886. Hazledine moved to Albuquerque in 1877 as resident
partner of Breeden and Hazledine. He would also function as
general secretary of the A & P Railroad, the Santa Fe subsidiary
operating west to California. 8
While several of the wealthy Hispano families like the Armijos
would also seek to profit from new urban industrial opportunities,
men like Hazledine and Stover represented a new generation of
economic and civic leaders attracted by the railroad. Allied with
long resident Anglos such as Huning, they were destined to direct
local, regional, and territorial interests in towns across the
southwest frontier in the late 1870s and 1880s. Their legacy
would be as much cultural as economic, for their activities included schooling as well as real estate. Their promotion of new
educational institutions in Albuquerque in the late 1870s signalled
a major challenge to the cultural forms and values which had predominated in the town for over a century and a half.
From the founding of Albuquerque as a Spanish frontier villa in
1706, the Catholic church served as the single most important
social and cultural institution in the town. With twin towers soaring high above the one story adobe buildings lining the town
plaza, San Felipe de Neri presented unmistakable visual evidence
of its centrality to the life of the community. In this it was similar
to the Puritan church which stood as the physical and symbolic
center on early New England village greens. As with New England
Congregational churches, San Felipe long provided the impetus
for what formal schooling existed in the rural villa. After the Civil
War, it fell to the Sisters of Loretto to administer schooling in
Albuquerque. In 1869, however, the general economic depression
plus the lack of funds to repair their crumbling adobe buildings
forced the Sisters to remove their work to Las Cruces in the south. 9
The Jesuits, recently arrived in New Mexico at the invitation of
Bishop Jean Baptiste Lamy, thereafter assumed responsibility for
Albuquerque as a mission. During the next decade they provided
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educational as well as spiritual leadership in the town. In the fall
of 1870, for example, at the suggestion of the Bishop, the Jesuits
opened Holy Family College in Albuquerque, in effect an elementary and grammar school. lO Seven years would pass before the
Jesuits could institute the first college in New Mexico at the more
prosperous town of Las Vegas. While the sons of both wealthy
Hispanos and Anglos would continue to travel east for college, formal schooling assumed importance in the territory. I I
\
In 1872 the Territorial Assembly required county commissioners to act as a County School Committee. The Bernalillo
County Commissioners, now authorized to use public money for
the training and education of youth, turned naturally to the
Jesuits. Not only were the priests requested to maintain a public
school, Father D. M. Gasparri, Pastor of San Felipe, was also
asked to supervise the county's entire "public system" as
Superintendent of Schools. While Father Gasparri declined the
latter offer, the Jesuits did accept $600 a year to provide free
schooling from November to August for between sixty and one
hundred boys. 12
Initially, classes were held in the home of County Commissioner
Ambrosio
Armijo, one of the wealthiest of local .patrones. As the
I
number of pupils increased, the Jesuits began to press for a new
building directly to the north of the church and rectory. Construction occupied most of 1878, and the first classes entered the new
quarters of the '·'Public.school" on November 19, 1878. The town
school, then, was physically as well as spiritually connected to the
dominant architectural and cultural edifice on the plaza. In
describing the curriculum, Father Vito Tromby acknowledged
that in addition to Spanish, students would study English, which
"sooner or later will be of great utility if not at times actually
necessary to know." Tromby assured parents, however, that "we
will not neglect that of the mother tongue, the beautiful and rich
Spanish language, which is the natural language of this territory,
the language of the family, the social tongue. "13
The Jesuits were not long the only sponsors of schooling in Albuquerque. A competing school resulted from the work of another
urban promoter from another bustling southwest town, Colorado
Springs, Colorado. Colorado Springs was founded in 1871 as a

,

.
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product of the extension of another railroad, in this case the
Denver & Rio Grande. Destined to be the third largest town in
Colorado by 1880 with a population of 4,000, in 1874 Colorado
Springs boasted a new institution, Colorado College. 14 Initially
financed by the Colorado Congregational Conference and the
•
benefaction of railroad builder William Jackson Palmer, the struggling college under an aggressive new president, Reverend Edward P. Tenney, soon gathered support from the American College and Education Society in Boston. The Society had been
recently created by eastern Congregationalists in 1874 as a new
evangelical instrument to unite the efforts of the venerable American Society for the Education of Pious Youth for the Gospel Ministry, founded in 1816, and the later Society for the Promotion of
Collegiate and Theological Education of the West, established in
1843 at a time when the West lay considerably east of the Rockies.
Under terms negotiated by Tenney in 1877, the College was to
receive $60,000 over eight years. IS
A consummate Christian entrepreneur, Tenney supervised the
erection of the College's first permanent buildings and at the same
time dramatized the opportunities of evangelical protestantism for
Easterners in The New West as Related to the Christian College.
Colorado College, Tenney argued, was a strategically located
center for developing Christian leadership among the polygamist
Mormons in Utah, the Spanish speaking "Romanists" of New
Mexico, and the "Indians left after the government gets through
killing the most vicious."16 Tenney envisioned eventual evangelical success by creating a system of Christian academies
throughout Colorado, Utah, New Mexico, and Arizona. These
academies would prepare local boys for collegiate education and,
incidentally, employ graduates of Tenney's college. "The planting
of Christian teachers in every school district," he wrote, "can be
secure only by establishing first the Christian College, from which
intellectual and spiritual quickening will flow like the fertilizing
streams of the Sierra Madre." 17
Not one for idle dreaming, Tenney in 1878 proclaimed a Christian Commission for the New West and energetically solicited
cooperative agreements with local business leaders in Salt Lake
City and Santa Fe to establish and support "non-sectarian"
academies in each city. The following summer, Tenney's agent,
the Rev. C. R. Bliss, traveled down to Albuquerque from Santa Fe
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by stage to confer with "Governor Stbver, Judge Hazledine and
other gentlemen" about establishing an academy affiliated with,
and staffed by, Colorado College. IS Seven local trustees were
recruited; E. S. Stover served as president, Franz Huning vice
president, and W. C. Hazledine secretary, along with four other
Anglo merchants. Professor Charles S. Howe of Colorado. College
opened the new Albuquerque Academy in an adobe building provided by Huning on the east side of the plaza in October. Twentysix pupils, ten of whom were children of the trustees, comprised
the first class. 19
None of the local Albuquerque Academy trustees were Congregationalists, but neither were any of the trustees members of San
Felipe de Neri Church. In contrast to the long standing church
control of schooling, Albuquerque Academy's Articles of Incorporation asserted that "the Academy shall be Christian in
character, but that it shall be forever free from ecclesiastical or
political control." As the Anglo, Protestant alternative to Catholic
schools, the trustees' First Annual Report declared that "the influence of the Academy will be on the side of religion, but no
religious instruction will be given. "20
Edward Tenney was not the only Congregational minister concerned with Christianizing the New West. In April 1879, the
members of the Chicago Association of Congregational Ministers
received a first-hand report on "Education in Utah as affecting the
Mormon Question." The critical question for the ministers,
records indicate, was whether "Mormonism or Christianity must
rule in Utah. There is danger that for a long time the ruling power
may not be Christian. . . . In short, a vast region, rich in every
variety of resource, will unless preventative steps are taken immediately, fall under the blight of this Asiatic exotic upon
American soil. "21 While other Americans talked of using the
sword to deal with such a menace, the ministers recommended
"schools of secular instruction, conducted by Christian teachers,
and associated with religious work. . ." to separate a third of the
adherents from the Mormon church, "thus weakening it for
resistance to Christian civilization. "22
The Chicago ministers' desire to establish Christian schools
received sympathetic approval from the Illinois General Association of Congregational Ministers. Their plans for promoting Christian schools, however, received less than enthusiastic support from
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the denomination's American Home Missionary Society, which
was responsible for establishing and subsidizing new churches.
Nor did they receive concrete encouragement from the American
Education Society which promoted colleges like Colorado College
but not schools. The ministers thus turned to wealthy Chicago
laymen for financial support and they met and retained Rev. E. P.
Tenney, who, in exchange for acting as the Association's representative in the New West, received funds for professors like C. S.
Howe who had already been dispatched to Albuquerque
Academy.23
In November 1879, the Chicago ministers resolved to incorporate independently of Colorado College as the New West Education Commission and to expand work in New Mexico Territory as
well as in Utah since "Each is under the dominion of a disastrously 'peculiar institution.' "24 By June 1880 the Commission
had hired Tenney's former agenct C. R. Bliss as its general
secretary and had assumed the $600 to $2,000 for salaries it
would pay annually to Albuquerque Academy teachers for the
next dozen years. 25
Although only two of the New West trustees lived in Boston, seat
of national Congregational authority, early Annual Reports took
special pains to proclaim that "The Society is not Western but National. The peace and interests of all sections are at stake when a
half-dozen vast Territories destined soon to become States in the
Union, and eventually powerful commonwealths are settling questions involving their social life, public intelligence and religious
freedom. "26 In Albuquerque these questions were dramatically
defined and shaped by the arrival of the New Mexico and Southern Pacific in April of 1880 and the beginning of construction of
the Atlantic and Pacific line westward toward California.
With the long-awaited arrival of the railroad, the town of Albuquerque began to fragment physically and socially. The Santa Fe
tracks, depot, and divisional repair facilities were located two
miles east of the old town. Following their standard practice, railroad authorities plotted a new town adjacent to the depot. Months
earlier, W. C. Hazledine, E. S. Stover, and Franz Huning had
quietly assembled the necessary acreage which was subsequently
transferred by them to the New Mexico Town Company for one
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dollar and 50 percent of the receipts of later land sales. The center
of building activity and mercantile and social life rapidly shifted
to the new town. Economically, the railroad quickly assumed a
dominant role as chief industrial employer. Within two years its
payroll numbered more than 300 employees; more than 95 percent of these workers were Anglo. 27
By the autumn term of 1881, the trustees of Albuquerque
Academy resolved to remove the school to the new town and its
young and growing Anglo population. With the exception of
Franz Huning, all of the trustees now lived in new Albuquerque
where they worked as merchants, lawyers, bankers, and building
contractors. Shortly thereafter, E. S. Stover's New Mexico Town
Company donated twelve lots in south new town upon which a
new school building was constructed in the fall of 1882. The
Academy also maintained a branch school in the Highland residential addition which Franz Huning was developing on the east
side of the railway tracks. 28
The Jesuits also quickened their efforts. Father Gasparri had
favored the coming of the railroad as much as the most aggressive
merchant, and he had helped the Santa Fe acquire land from his
parishioners for the right of way near the city at reasonable rates.
When, in the summer of 1880, Mother Regina Mattingly, Superior
of the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati, visited the Order's missions
in Colorado and New Mexico, Father Gasparri persuaded her to
send a half-dozen sisters to teach in Our Lady of Angels School in
old Albuquerque. 29 The Sisters began their teaching in the fall of
1881; archives at the Motherhouse in Ohio record that in
December 1881 "The children are given their first Christmas Tree
and knowledge of Santa Claus."3o
At about the same time, Perfecto, Mariano, and Jesus Armijo,
joint developers of the Armijo addition adjacent to the north side
of the new town site, were transferring twenty-three lots to the
Sisters of Charity for one dollar. 31 With the support of the Jesuits,
the Sisters began construction of St. Vincent Academy and Convent, a spacious two-story structure built of brick and stone
shipped in by railroad. For the remainder of the decade, St. Vincent stood as the largest, most impressive educational monument
in Albuquerque, serving both as a select boarding school for girls

Our Lady of the Angels School in Old Town, circa 1940. Courtesy of Albuquerque Museum Photoarchive.
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and as a free public school for all children of the north end of the
new town. During the same period, the Jesuits elected to construct
a new parish church several blocks south of the Academy in new
town for the small but steadily increasing number of Englishspeaking Catholic families moving into Albuquerque. 32
In the spring of 1884, the Territorial Assembly passed two acts
which were particularly indicative of the social and cultural
changes taking place in New Mexico after the coming of the railroad. The first law signed on April 1, 1884, disincorporated all
towns previously organized under legislation enacted in 1880 and
established new procedures for towns with more than 1500 residents to follow in reincorporation. Besides specifying town officers, requirements for physical boundaries and political divisions, and fiscal authority, the act enumerated 117 various powers
of new town and city governments. 33 Town officials were empowered to tax, license, regulate, compel, suppress, inspect, prohibit,
and prevent all manner of activities and occupations. Furthermore, towns were allowed to erect or establish highways, wi~er
works, gas works, engine houses, hospitals, cemeteries, calabooses,
bridewells, houses of correction, reform schools, work houses, and
free public libraries. With the exception of the calaboose and the
cemetery, old Albuquerque had little experience with such enterprises.
'.
. The one area of urban life over which municipalities ~'ere
clearly not given authority in the enabling clauses was education.
A second law was passed for schools. Governor Lionel Sheldon
had high hopes for greater support and central control of schooling. In his "State of the Territory" address to the opening joint
meeting of the Houseand Council on the first day of the legislative
session, Sheldon fervently implored the legislators to increase executive territorial supervision of education. "With the laws and experiences of the most progressive states before you and for your
guidance," he concluded, "you will be able to frame a law that
will accord with the advancing spirit of the age."34
The response of the legislature hardly fulfilled the governor's
recommendations. Since only a handful of towns in the territory
qualified for reorganization under the new town and city law, the
assembly enacted a new Public School Law that continued to
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operate primarily on the county and precinct levels. Each county
was required to elect a school superintendent. Every voting precinct constituted a school district;_ each district was expected to
elect three commissioners who were empowered to provide school
facilities, examine and hire teachers, choose textbooks once every
five years (written in Spanish, English, or both), enumerate all unmarried persons between the ages of five and twenty every October 1, and receive and dispense a proportion of the county school
fund which could be raised by a three-mill levy on taxable land
within the county. Commissioners were also required to compile a
yearly report of their activities for the county superintendent who
in turn reported to the governor. The latter was then expected to
report directly to the biennial legislature on the condition of the
territory's schools. 35
While the new law did specify that schools were to teach orthography, reading, writing, arithmetic, grammar, U. S. history, and
geography, it did not designate a minimum length for the school
term or require compulsory attendance of students. Nor did it empower municipalities to coordinate schooling within the various
precincts of their town or go into debt to construct school
buildings. In new Albuquerque, the school commissioners elected
in Precinct 12 continued to appoint the Sisters of Charity to conduct public schools in north Albuquerque and those elected in
Precinct 26 and later Precinct 25 continued to contract with
Albuquerque Academy to conduct schools in the Academy's buildings in south new town and the Highlands. 36 According to school
census and enrollment figures for the next several years, each precinct enumerated more than 200 children and enrolled one half to
two thirds of these. Public money was not abundant, however, and
the school term normally lasted only from October to Christmas.
After January 1, the "public" schools again became select, tuition
academies. 37
In contrast to the shrill anti-Catholic rhetoric pouring from the
Chicago offices of the New West Educational Commission, Albuquerque Academy and St. Vincent Academy coexisted peacefully,
if not amicably, through the decade as the new town public
schools. As the Catholic editor of the Albuquerque Review had
remarked in 1879 concerning the Congregational Academy:
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Just as long as its directors confine themselves to the moral and
literary education of children of its own persuasion, that long can
we sincerely wish it success, but if it turns out to be simply a proselytizing institute established for the purpose of preventing
children of Catholic parents, who form the bulk of our population
or if still worse it be a Godless school intended to uproot Christianity then it were better the enterprise died in the bud. 38

While neither group privately countenanced the work of the other,
the academies publicly refrained from open conflict. Each group
sponsored schools for "Mexican children" in adjacent villages,
but neither was in a position to provide educational resources for
the entire community. The Congregational Academy, however,
was threatened and openly criticized by local Methodists, who in
1887 established Albuquerque College several blocks from the
Academy in south new town. The Methodists were particularly
bitter at the annual award of public school money to a rival Protestant institution by school commissioners who also served as
trustees of Albuquerque Academy,39
To enhance their position within the community, the Congregationalists, as early as 1884, advocated building a major new
school building and began soliciting contributions in conjunction
with the New West Commission. 40 After five years of hopes and
promises of support from Chicago, construction of a new school
building seemed imminent. Principal of the Academy, Charles
Hodgin, wrote to Secretary Bliss explaining the final choice of a
building site on Edith Street and Railroad Avenue in· the
Highlands. "In the first place," wrote Hodgin, "it is the highest
point within the city limits near enough to the center. It is a sightly
location showing to an excellent advantage from the depot and the
business part of town. . . . Now, being in so prominent a place
from depot, etc., the question will be asked, 'What building is
that?' and consequently we would become better known. "41 Five
months later, the Commission had second thoughts about the expense of the new school and suggested building on a much.reduced
scale. In rejecting such a suggestion, Hodgin bluntly informed officials in Chicago that ':it is going to be a blow to us and the 'New
West' work here if this thing is not settled pretty soon, and if we
have to come down to a plain, cheap building, it will be said sure,
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that we got money under false pretense, as many accused the
[Methodist] College of doing. "42
Hodgin's advice was heeded, and by the end of the year, a
massive three and a half story building of red brick and sandstone
towered over the thriving town. By that time enrollment had
reached 337. More than 90 percent of these students were Anglo,
although the recently established "Mexican Departments" in
nearby Barelas and Atrisco enrolled almost 140 pupils. The Sisters
of Charity meanwhile taught 297 students at St. Vincent Academy
and another 235 in old Albuquerque. 43
Barely a decade had passed since the first Santa Fe locomotive
had steamed into new Albuquerque when dignitaries and patrons
assembled in December 1890 to dedicate Albuquerque Academy's
magnificent new Perkins Hall. As one of the most prominent men
in the community and an original Academy trustee, William C.
Hazledine delivered the opening address at the formal ceremony.
Recalling the humble origin of the school in old Albuquerque,
Hazledine reminded his listeners that just eleven years earlier
"Where the scholars now play, the horned frog and the lizard enjoyed their midday siesta undisturbed by the presence of man."
For Hazledine, the reasons for this rapid change were clear:
Anglo-Saxon energy, push and civilization hastened hither, bringing with it all that nineteenth century progress has made it, to occupy plant and build on this sandy but fruitful soil, made accessible by the construction of one of the wonders of the age, that
great highway of commerce, the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe
Railroad. 44

The New West Education Commission had also dispatched its
venerable General Secretary, Charles R. Bliss, to deliver a major
address at the happy occasion. In the course of his remarks, Bliss,
like Hazledine, sought to place the event within a larger cultural
perspective:
Why, my friends, the founding of Albuquerque Academy is only a
little wavelet in that mighty tide that had been setting from old
England over New England, and toward the slopes of the Rocky
Mountains for the past three hundred years. It is only one distant
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quivering pulsation from that great heart throb that long ago sent
forth from under the crushing depotisms of the old world those
great life currents of Christian enterprise, Christian thought, and
Christian endeavor, which have added a continent to the domain
of Christian civilization!S
Ironically for the New West Commission, that, quivering pulsation assumed a different beat the following spring when the Territorial Assembly passed another public education law. The new
legislation finally strengthened executive territorial control over
schooling and provided for the establishment of municipal boards
of education which could incur bonded indebtedness for the construction of school buildings. 46 In April, new town selected members of the first Albuquerque Board of Education. Accurately
reflecting an eastern cultural bias, one of the Board's first acts was
to instruct its secretary to consult the 1890 census and select fifty
towns in the East of about 10,000 population and write "stating to
them the situation we are in here in regard to starting a system of
public schools and ask them what under the circumstances they
would advise. "47 By August the Board had determined not to continue subsidy of either St. Vincent or Albuquerque Academies as
public institutions. Instead, temporary quarters were leased in
Albuquerque College and in Perkins Hall. The Board also determined to sell $60,000 worth of bonds to finance the early ,construction of four new school buildings. Charles Hodgin, coincidently denied a modest salary increase by his superiors at the
New West Commission, resigned from the Academy in June to
assume the better paying position of first superintendent of the
public schools. With Hodgin came his senior teacher from the
Academy, Mattie Winslow, who was appointed first principal of
the new high school. 48
On the evening of September 7, 1891, Superintenent Hodgin
noted in his record book, "Schools opened at 9 o'clock this morning for the first [sic] as real public schools. The first stone is laid in
the foundation of a system which I hope may soon prove' an important factor in the educational development of this great neglected
territory."49 Such words were prophetic. Within the year, the New
West Commission reluctantly voted to sell Perkins Hall to the
Board of Education. SO Albuquerque College likewise soon closed
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Perkins Hall, home of the Albuquerque Academy, at Edith Street and Railroad (Central) Avenue, circa 1895. The name
of the building was later changed to Raynolds Hall, and it housed the first Albuquerque Public Library. Courtesy of
UNM Library/Albuquerque Museum Joint Photoarchive.
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its doors. Only St. Vincent Academy would survive and prosp~
into the twentieth century. When it became apparent that th~ ~
Board of Education would not patronize St. Vincent, the Sisters
"."
converted the Academy into a select school for girls. At the same
time, the new town parish pastor sponsored construction of St.
Mary's school for boys adjacent to the new town parish church.
St. Mary's thus became the first parochial school in Albuquerque
at a time when the new town parish numbered barely one hundred
families. 51
Institutionally, schooling in Albuquerque had altered quickly
and dramatically within a single generation. Initially in the late
1870s, competing religious and cultural values prompted educational innovation. Following the coming of the Santa Fe Railroad
in 1880, however, educational change was more often the result of
larger economic and social shifts. As with Omaha, Denver, Dallas
or Houston in earlier decades, Albuquerque after the arrival of the
railroad rapidly developed into a modern, industrial urban
center. 52 The Santa Fe overnight introduced specialized wage
labor and employed more than 30 percent of the town's heads of
families. The railroad also encouraged economic diversification
by making Albuquerque a modern wholesale distribution center
as well as a major entrepot for livestock and lumber. Physically, in
contrast to the one-story, gridless design of old town, new Albuquerque's business and residential district was deliberately constructed in eastern styles of brick, stone, ornamental iron, and
glass imported by train.
The railroad also led to. the rapid in-migration of thousands of .
Anglo settlers. Like other new western town dwellers in other new
"instant" towns, these newcomers attempted to reproduce a variety of familiar eastern soCial institutions including churches, labor
unions, fraternal organizations, and literary and scientific
so~ieties. 53 Typi~al of this institution building and particularly
reflective of the new cultural values of urban migrants were the
public schools. With the passage of "educational enabling"
legislation in J 891, the new Protestant majority quickly opted for
conventional eastern models. Graded, hierarchically-organized,
and bureaucratically-administered secular schools displaced the
older ecclesiastically-owned academies. Other New West acad-
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emies in Las Vegas, New Mexico, and Trinidad, Colorado, suffered the same fate. As in other sections of the United States, the
public school act also provoked the establishment of competing
parochial schools in Albuquerque by urban Catholics. By contrast, in smaller New Mexico villages less innundated by Anglo
Protestants, various Catholic orders continued to own and operate
public schools until the 1950s. 54
The coming of the railroad clearly signaled a major social and
cultural transformation. By introducing new forms of industrial
employment, the railroad attracted a rapidly growing urban,
Anglo population which in turn promoted adoption of social institutions and cultural patterns experienced previously. Town leader
William C. Hazledine had aptly summed up the ideological importance of the railroad for newcomers such as himself in April
1880 when the first engine of the Santa Fe rolled into Albuquerque:
Today the new civilization of the East is brought into direct contact with the ancient civilization of New Mexico. Today the bell of
the locomotive tolls the death knell of old fogeyism, superstitution
and ignorance, and proclaims in clarion notes that henceforth
knowledge, education, advancement, and progress shall be the
right of our people. 55
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· ALBUQUERQUE CONGREGATIONALISTS AND
SOUTHWESTERN SOCIAL REFORM: 1900-1917
MARGARET CONNELL SZASZ

AT THE TURN OF THIS CENTURY, Albuquerque, New Mexico had
emerged as a community of cultural contrasts and variation. An
important southwestern railway center, it was also gaining fame
as a health resort. Among its representative religious bodiesProtestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish-the Congregationalists
were a small but well-respected group whose members were active
in community life. In the following two decades-roughly 19001917-Congregationalists and the Albuquerque community
encountered and dealt with some of the issues raised by the nationwide social reform movement. Their responses reflected their
unique circumstances and demonstrated that while in some
respects they were far removed from mainstream America, in
others they were surprisingly typical.

On the seventeenth of October, 1900, First Congregational
Church of Albuquerque celebrated its twentieth anniversary. In
the previous two decades it had grown from the original four
founders to 129 members. Like the late nineteenth-century town
of Albuquerque, it had come into being with the arrival of the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway.
In the spring of 1880, as the Santa Fe Railway was inching its
way across the territory, it carried among its passengers the Reverend Jacob Mills Ashley, an English-born Congregational minister who was moving his son from Kansas to New Mexico in the
hope of curing his consumption. CO!llpleting the last few miles of
the trip by stagecoach, Ashley and his son arrived in Albuquerque
on March 31, beating the railroad by six days. After settling his
son, who recovered partially and lived for two more years, Ashley
0028-6206/80/0700-0231 $2.20/0
© Regents, University of New Mexico
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went to work as a missionary, a trade he had followed for almost
four decades. 1 Ashley's diverse ministerial experience, ranging
from England and Ireland to the American West, and his genuine
compassion soon earned him the sobriquet of "Father" Ashley. By
the fall of that year, Father Ashley and three other newly-arrived
Protestants had founded the first Congregational church in the territory of New Mexico.
Within a few months, this small nucleus of Congregationalists
determined to build their own place of worship. They chose a site
in New Town, securing two lots in the area known as the Highland
Addition, at the corner of what later became Broadway and Coal.
Lumber was put on the ground on the twelfth of March [1881],"
one of the founders recalled later, "and work commenced while
Brother Ashley was hustling around for the dinero."2 In April
1881, shortly after the building was dedicated, Ashley wrote to his
nephew in England: "This is the first protestant Church built in
this place. . . and there is not another Congregational in the Territory, which is larger than all England, Scotland, and Wales put
together. "3
New Town soon attracted other residents, who were drawn by
the multiple features of railway, mining, and a high desert
climate. It was not long before Anglo immigrants from the states,
largely from the Midwest, introduced the other main-line Protestant denominations. By the turn of the century Albuquerque
boasted a total of twelve churches, including three Roman
Catholic, eight Protestant, and "one synagogue. 4
The variety of cultures represented by the churches was echoed
in the unique environment of the community. As Judge William
Hazledine, attorney for the Santa Fe Railway, had forecast in the
April 1880 ceremonies for the arrival of the railroad: "Today the
new civilization of the east is brought into contact with the ancient civilization of New Mexico."5
Cultural contrasts dominated this southwestern community.
The town of Albuquerque, incorporated in 1885, shared little in
common with nearby Hispanic communities such as Barelas,
Atrisco, Old Town, and Martineztown. In Albuquerque, business
was conducted in English; in the surrounding communities, it was
carried on in Spanish. But the contrasts extended beyond surface
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differences. The older Hispanic residents of the area tended to
cling to traditions, whereas the newly-arrived residents of Albuquerque brought with them the change-oriented perspective of
late nineteenth-century America. "The Yankee is abroad in this
land," wrote one observer, "and he has come to New Mexico to
stay."6
For several decades Albuquerque remained a strange mixture of
old and new, of refined and bawdy, of sophisticated and provincial. By 1910 the town boasted, in addition to its churches, several
imposing structures, including the Pueblo-style buildings on the
University of New Mexico campus, founded in 1889, an Opera
House, and the renowned Alvarado Hotel, which local residents
described as "modern, up-to-date, and without doubt the best
hotel between Kansas City and Los Angeles."7 Despite these
refinements, guns were a common sight in town, and saloons,
gambling halls, and houses of prostitution abounded.
In 1900 Albuquerque was a boom town of 6,238 residents. B
Nearby communities swelled the urban population to about
10,000. The largest employer for this bustling center was the
railway. It had some 800 people on its payroll, many of whom
worked in the Santa Fe shops.9 Moreover, the railway also
. strengthened the town's well-established role as the leading
transportation center of the territory. Wholesale houses shipped
hides and wool, mining supplies, goods for Indian reservations,
and numerous other items, which flowed outward into the territory.
Another aspect of the town's economy was its growing renown
as a haven for consumptives. Albuquerque's reputatfon as a health
resort was strengthened by its moderate climate: its winters were
not as cold as those of Denver, and its summers were not as hot as
those of Phoenix. 10 By 1915 Albuquerque supported five tuberculosis (TB) sanitoriums, which led a local tubercular specialist to
remark that if a medication for the cure of TB were discovered, it
would ruin the town. I 1 Before the advent of sulfa and other effective drugs, TB brought numerous talented individuals to New
Mexico, including a number of Congregationalists. Photographer
William Henry Cobb, a Congregationalist, philanthropist Carrie
Wooster Tingley, who joined the church at a later date, historian
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France V. Scholes, and politician Clinton B. Anderson, just to
name a few, all became an integral part of this community.
Between 1900 and 1917, Congregationalists in the Albuquerque
community reflected the town's economy to some degree, but
theirs was not a mirror image. The hundreds of railway workers
went elsewhere to church. Less than ten percent of the men in
First Congregational were employed by the Santa Fe Railway.
Some members were active in wholesale businesses, and at least
one physician specialized in the cure of tuberculosis, but the
majority of Congregationalists were engaged in middle-class occupations. They were in business, teaching, other professions, and
skilled artisanry. 12
Among the businessmen, a few prominent names emerged.
Joseph C. Baldridge, owner of Baldridge Lumber Company, and
his family had joined the church before the turn of the century.
H. H. Bearrup, a church trustee, was president of the Rio Grande
Woolen Mills. An integral part of the extensive hide and wool industry, the Rio Grande mill recorded an annual output valued at
$180,000. 13 Two church members were well-known bankers:
Matt W. Flournoy, vice president of First National Bank and later
president of First Trust and Savings Bank; and William Bryce,
president of Albuquerque Federal Bank.
'
A significant number of Congregationalists owned or managed
their own business concerns. Albuquerque's wholesale businesses,
which included the largest wholesale houses in the territory,
attracted several members, who marketed a variety of products,
ranging from hay and grain, to hides and pelts and fruit and groceries. Others owned small businesses or shops that catered to
local residents. Names familiar to Albuquerqueans included Fox
Jeweler, Owl Drug Store (Charles McClanahan,prop.), KistlerCollister & Co. (James H. Collister), Farr's Market, Cobb Photography, and Lithgow Mfg. & Stationary Co. The appeal of these
businesses to the community was summed up by E. L. Washburn,
a Congregationalist who owned a clothing and furniture business.
Washburn's advertisement read: "Familiar Names and Familiar
Faces are a Guarantee of Upright Dealings." 14
Congregationalists attracted to the teaching profession included
one of New Mexico's most prominent early educators. Charles
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Elkanah Hodgin pioneered in the formative years of education in
the territory. By 1894, when he became a member of the first
graduating class of the University of New Mexico, this former
midwesterner had already served as a principal of the Albuquerque Academy (q private school directed by Congregationalists), as
founder and first president of the New Mexico Education Association and as first superintendent of public instruction for the Albuquerque public schools. In 1897 he moved from the latter position
to the University of New Mexico, where he began a long association with the state institution. Serving successively as Professor
of Pedagogy and Chairman of the Department of Education, as
dean and registrar, and finally, as vice president, he remained a
guiding figure at the university until his death in 1934. 15 His active involvement with First Congregational at this time spanned a
period of almost fifty years.
Other church members joined Hodgin on the faculty. Two
church organists, Mary Elizabeth Gilmore and Stanley Seder,
served in the university's music department in this period. Like
Hodgin, Gilmore had moved from the Albuquerque Academy to
the university. In 1900 she was Chairman of the Music Department. In 1901, Hodgin, Gilmore, and John Weinzirl, Vice Director of the Hadley Climatological Laboratory and Professor of Bacteriology and Chemistry-all Congregationalists-made up
almost one-third of the faculty at the university.
A scattering of dentists, physicians, skilled artisans, newspaper
workers, and employees of the railway and related industries completed the economic roster of Congregationalists in the decade and
a half before World War I. When these members attended worship
services or gathered for social events in the church, they brought
with them similar interests, similar backgrounds, and a common
concern for their community. Many had come from the Midwest,
where they were nourished in small farming communities, which
stressed traditional Protestant values. When they settled in the
Southwest, they sought to transfer this cultural heritage to their
newly-adopted community of Albuquerque.
Meanwhile, Albuquerque and its environs were changing rapidly. No aspect of this change was more noticeable than its
departure from the historical isolation of New Mexico. Unlike

Father Ashley. Courtesy of author.
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other isolated areas, Albuquerque and its neighboring communities illustrated the intermingling of mainstream America and
the Indian-Hispanic Southwest. More responsive to national affairs than rural New Mexico, Albuquerque by the turn of the century found itself joining forces with a singular, nationwide movement that would pull the town even further into the mainstream.
Between 1900 and 1917 Albuquerque and its Congregationalists
participated in the rise of the social gospel and the national movement for Progressive reform. 16
The social gospel emerged in response to the massive changes affecting American society in the late nineteenth century.. Aware of
the critical issues "arising out of the city and the factory," it focused much of its attention on the social problems of a newly
urban and industrialized society. 17 By the turn of the century, the
key challenge facing the nation's Protestant clergy was the search
for a Christian response to these issues.
The greatest successes of the Protestant clergy, as Winthrop
Hudson points out, were in the smaller commercial and industrial
centers. Like Albuquerque, these towns offered an alternative to
the anonymity of the city. Hence, in .these communities,
"employer and employee lived in somewhat close proximity,
patronized the same stores, sent their children to the same schools,
and frequently knew each other by name. . . ." But in the larger
industrial communities, the working-classes were "impervious" to
the message of the Protestant clergy: "It was not that the churches
had 'lost' these people; they never had most of them."ls
As the social gospel responded to the issues raised by an urban,
industrial nation, it released much of its energy through the channels of Progressive reform. Richard Hofstadter once described
Progressivism as "a phase in the history of the Protestant conscience."19 Nothing illustrated this theme more forcefully than the
use of biblical imagery in Progressive rhetoric. 20 At its convention
in 1912, the Progressive Party selected as its theme song, "Onward Christian Soldiers," and Theodore Roosevelt challenged his
supporters with the closing statement: "We stand at Armageddon
and we battle for the Lord. "21 While moral commitment to social
causes did appear later in the century-for example, in Franklin
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Delano Roosevelt's speeches and in the crusading commitment of
the 1960s-it was the Progressive years that witnessed the
triumph of the "evangelical ethos" in American life. 22
In this brief period before World War I, the message of the
social gospel permeated American politics, economics, and society. It took the form of concrete political accomplishments, including the Pure Food and Drug Act, the federal income tax,
Theodore Roosevelt's conservation measures, and the Eighteenth
and Nineteenth Amendments to the constitution. It also found its
way into local politics, chiefly through municipal government
reform. It appeared in the actions of individual social workers,
such as Jane Addams, who provided compassionate assistance to
urban immigrants through institutions such as the famous Hull
House of Chicago. Finally, it occurred under the direct or indirect
auspices of the churches themselves, through the urban-based institutional church, which provided a wide range of social services,
such as employment agencies, reading rooms, legal aid, medical
assistance, and forums for discussion. 23 The mood of reform
engendered by the social gospel affected all of American life during the Progressive period.
On the national level, Congregationalists were among the earliest of the denominations to participate in the social gospel. Their
long tradition of reform, dating back to antislavery days, was
strengthened through their close association with the liberal ideas
of the early nineteenth century. Moreover, their independent
policy granted individual churches the freedom to explore new
ideas. 24
At first glance the southwestern community of Albuquerque appeared to have been far removed from urban social gospel concerns. Albuquerque was neither a large city, nor an industrial
center. Hence, those conditions which led to the emergence of the
social gospel did not exist here. N<;metheless, early in the twentieth
century the quickening mood of social reform found its way to
New Mexico and the Rio Grande Valley, and left its stamp upon
both Congregationalists and community.
Here the impact of the social gospel was expressed primarily in
two areas: prohibition and concern for education. Both of these
areas echoed the national reform movement, but they also retained a distinctive southwestern flavor.
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No issue of social reform provided a stronger link between the
Albuquerque community and its churches than the temperance
crusade. Prohibitionists blamed alcohol for several related sins. A
popular Minneapolis pastor of this period referred to the liquor industry as "the 'mother' of gambling and prostitution,"25 and indeed, New Mexicans viewed the industry in precisely those terms,
During the 1917 campaign for statewide prohibition, the Albuquerque Evening Herald warned that liquor was the cause of
crime and pauperism; disease; and incompetency and inefficiency
in business. Moreover, it cautioned that liquor was the enemy of
education, the foe of religion, and the destroyer of happiness and
prosperity. 26
Many interest groups echoed these sentiments in the long fight
to achieve prohibition in New Mexico. The battle, which lasted for
over three decades, succeeded because of its broad base of power.
The common goal of prohibition led to an alliance among
temperance organizations; church groups; politicians; and, in the
final years of the battle, the press. One of the unique features of
this alliance was the support of the Catholic populace,
The earliest group to campaign in the territory was the
Woman's Christian Temperance Union, a national organization
founded in 1874. New Mexico's first WCTU was organized in
1885, when Frances E. Willard, well-known reformer and national WCTU president, traveled to Albuquerque where she
helped establish a local union. Albuquerque's union began in the
small adobe building housing the Menaul Presbyterian Church.
The first territorial WCTU president, Mrs. Evelyn B. Snyder, was
a Congregationalist and wife of well-known attorney, Karl A.
Snyder. In three years, Evelyn Snyder helped boost membership
from fifteen to seventy-five and encouraged the formation of
unions in Santa Fe, Las Vegas, and Cerrillos. She was succeeded
by Reverend Mary J. Borden, a Congregational minister, who
spent the next thirty years traveling around the territory by wagon
to conduct meetings and encourage the "White Ribboners." On
several occasions she also had to fend off threats from "liquorites." Others who supported the WCTU in its pioneering
years included Reverend Thomas Harwood, well-known
Methodist missionary, and his wife, Emily Harwood. 27
In 1895 the national work of the WCTU was reinforced by the
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formation of the Anti-Saloon League, which added a political
dimension to the crusade. When the first Southwest Anti-Saloon
League was formed in 1905, it included both New Mexico and
Arizona. Within four years, however, the territories haq formed
their own leagues. A Methodist minister, the Reverend James I.
Seder, served as New Mexico's Anti-Saloon League superintendent
from 1909 to 1915. One of Seder's primary targets was the Hispanic population. In 1914, he reported significant success in
Mesilla, where Father P. J. Murphy "did splendid service" in
securing an overwhelming vote of 200 to 3 in favor of local prohibition. 28
Most of New Mexico's main-line Protestant denominations supported both the WCTU and the Anti-Saloon League. The boards
for these groups were inter-denominational in character.
Moreover, the separate denominations formed their own committees to encourage the temperance effort.
The prohibition goal, however, was complicated by New Mexico's diverse population, which encouraged a wide spectrum of
feeling on the subject. The militant Southern Baptists, who had
settled the eastern part of the territory, were determined to make
the Pecos Valley "dry." Other pockets of strong prohibition sentiment had developed in the San Juan Valley and in Mountainair,
but they were interspersed among the "wets." Mountainair was
acknowledged by a well-known temperance author as New Mexico's "cradle of Prohibition."29 Located on the eastern flank of the
Manzano Mountains, this community was settled by midwesterners in the late nineteenth century. Shortly thereafter, the
Methodist Episcopal Church sent Reverend R. E. Farley, a young
missionary, to serve as pastor to the community and its surrounding area. Farley also became superintendent for the Mountainair
Chautauqua, a summer school and religious encampment center.
By 1910, when New Mexico's constitutional convention was
held, the temperance groups and their supporters were sufficiently
organized to push for a .prohibition article in the proposed constitution. Unfortunately for the "drys," the liquor industry was
well represented by perhaps as many as fourteen of the one hundred delegates attending the convention. The chairman of the
committee on liquor traffic was a wholesale liquor dealer from
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Albuquerque. Clearly this was not a propitious time for the forces
of prohibition, and the decision on a proposed county prohibition
article in the constitution failed by six votes. 30
But the battle was not over. For the prohibitionists, it had just
begun. In the ensuing seven years, they carried their struggle
throughout the state. During this final period of the campaign,
Albuqu~rque proved to be one of the most widely-divided communities in the state. As recently as 1907 Albuquerque had been a
wide-open town. It was not until December of that year that the
territorial legislature brought an end to New Mexico's twenty
years of legalized gambling. The demise of gambling left two
issues of morality for Albuquerqueans to resolve: alcohol and prostitution. To Reverend J. W. Barron, a Congregational minister, the
strength of these commodities led him to wage a two-year cam-.
paign against the "wickedness" he found rampant in the community.3J
As the popularity of prohibition increased, a number of communities, such as the Southern Baptist strongholds of Roswell and
Carlsbad, and eventually, entire counties, chose to become "dry,"
but a vocal group in'Albuquerque vehemently defended the city's
"wet" status. They argued that economic reasons prevented the
city from prohibiting alcohol. Each year the city taxed saloons
(and, before 1908, gambling houses) as well as "the elegant
establishments of Albuquerque's 'red light' district, then
segregated on North Third Street."32 This money was used to support the city government and also for the city's very popular territorial fair, which attracted visitors from the entire Southwest.
From 1910 to 1917 Albuquerqueans debated these issues. On
more than one occasion, the Congregationalists invited in Methodist James Seder, the Anti-Saloon League superintendent. On
"Temperance Sunday," a special day often proclaimed during this
period, the Presbyterians avowed their support, and the Congregationalists prided themselves in the fact that nearly all of the Sunday School signed a temperance pledge. 33 Ecumenical efforts
among the churches included union rallies for prohibition and the
formation of a ministerial alliance which fought the re-election of
Democratic Mayor D. K. B. Sellers in 1914.
Sellers's re-election effort brought to the surface the rumblings
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of discontent over prostitution and alcohol. In a campaign in
which the opposing sides were labeled the "blue noses" vs. the
"red lights," the reformers succeeded. Despite opposition of the
Albuquerque Morning Journal, the Republican candidate, David
H. Boatright, defeated Sellers. 34 Boatright's political fortunes
lasted for only two years, however. In 1916, Democrats successfully attacked his brief record, partially on grounds that he
had not kept his campaign pledges of eliminating the "red light"
district or enforcing liquor laws. 35
In the summer of 1916, shortly after the mayoral election, the
Congregationalists sent the Reverend Josiah H. Heald, well-known
Southwest missionary and Congregational leader, to a temperance
convention in Mountainair. A member of the headquarters committee of the Anti-Saloon League, Heald had been active in the
prohibition effort for several years. Hence, he had been a witness
to the ecumenical nature of the movement. The 1916 convention
that he attended marked the first anniversary of the New Mexico
Submission Federation. Founded a year earlier during the 1915
Mountainair summer Chautauqua, the Submission Federation
assumed the responsibility for the final campaign to submit the
question of constitutional state-wide prohibition to the people.
The formation of the Submission Federation epitomized the
cooperative nature of the prohibition movement. An umbrella
organization, its strongest supporters included main-line Protestant denominations. At this time, however, these groups represented only about 16 percent of church membership in New Mexico. 36 Support of the Roman Catholic populace, as Reverend Seder
had discovered earlier, was crucial. Awareness of this need led the
Submission Federation to introduce a sophisticated bilingual campaign that attacked the state by county, town, and precinct. Success depended heavily on the support of priests and other Roman
Catholics who sought to ensure the important Hispanic vote. 37
The state prohibition vote of November 6, 1917, marked the
culmination of the federation's campaign. Joined in its ecumenical
efforts by powerful politicians, such as Governor Washington E.
Lindsey, a Portales prohibitionist, and Bronson Cutting, later, a
United States senator, and by local newspapers, such as Cutting's
Santa Fe New Mexican, and the Albuquerque Morning Journal

SZASZ: ALBUQUERQUE CONGREGATIONALISTS, 1900-1917

243

and Evening Herald, the combined impact of these pressure
groups led to a prohibition victory at the polls, The election
returns showed that the state favored prohibition by 28,732 to
12,142, one of the widest margins of the nation. 38 All counties,
with the exception of Taos and Rio Arriba, voted dry. "Prohibition carried the day," wrote the Albuquerque Evening Herald,
after the election. "All four of the districts swept for the amendment. "39 The Presbyterians voiced the ecumenical concern by concluding that the vote "served notice on all the liquor forces that
there would never be any reversal of the verdict."40 Within less
than a year, on October 1, 1918, the state would go "dry," thus
opting for one of the strongest goals of the Progressive period, and
pre-empting the national ratification of the eighteenth amendment
to the constitution.
Concern for education formed the other major link between
Albuquerque and the national reform movement. And here, too,
the Congregationlists played a major role. By the early twentieth
century, Congregationalists had carried their traditional interest
in education into New Mexico, where they adapted it to the unique
needs of the Southwest.
Since the Puritan experiment in colonial New England, Congregationalism had been synonymous with education. "Educational leadership," as Henry May once suggested, "was part of
this group's proudest heritage."41 As descendants of New England's Puritans moved west with the frontier across the northern
tier of states, they founded institutions of learning from Massachusetts Bay to the Pacific Ocean. On this frontier they were
meeting their own educational needs-those of a people who carried with them a tradition of learning.
As clusters of these pioneers broke off from the main westward
movement and emigrated to the Southwest, they met a totally new
set of circumstances. Settling in an Hispanic environment which
placed little or no emphasis on formal schooling, except for training for the priesthood and private tutoring for children of the
wealthy, the newly-arrived Anglos founded local schools such as
the Albuquerque Academy. Established in 1879, the Albuquerque
Academy began as a cooperative venture between Colorado Col-
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lege, a Congregational institution, and a local board of trustees. A
year after it had held its first classes in Old Town, the Academy
was adopted by the New West Education Commission. 42 The New
West Commission, founded in Chicago in 1880, represented a
nucleus of Congregationalists who were disappointed in the decision of the New England-based Congregational Church not to extend its educational work into the Southwest. From 1880 to 1894,
when it merged with the Congregational Education Society, the
New West Commission supported schools in Utah and the Southwest. 43 In New Mexico and Colorado it was responsible for three
additional academies, at Santa Fe (1878), Las Vegas (1880), and
Trinidad (1880), plus a number of schools in smaller villages.
By the early 1890s, when legislation provided for public schooling in New Mexico, the New West Commission had served as one
of the pioneers in New Mexico education, working side by side
with Methodist and Presbyterian educators, all of whom sought to
fill the gap in learning that existed in the territory.
The rural schools that Congregationalists established in this
period paralleled those Presbyterians and Methodists founded. By
the early twentieth century, Presbyterians enrolled some 2,400
Hispanics, who attended about twenty Presbyterian day schools.
Others were students in the two Presbyterian boarding schools,
Allison-James School, in Santa Fe, and Menaul School, in Albuquerque. 44 Methodist schools were attended by 340 Hispanic
pupils. The Methodist Episcopal Church maintained fifteen rural
day schools and two boarding schools in Albuquerque: the Albuquerque Boys Biblical and Industrial School (formerly, the Albuquerque College; later known as the Harwood Boys School), and
the Harwood Girls Home. 45
By contrast, the Congregationalists supported only six rural
schools with a combined enrollment of 500 pupils. When denominational membership is taken into consideration, however, these
statistics are thrown into a new perspective. Shortly after the turn
of the century, the number of Presbyterians in the territory totaled
about 2,500; the Methodists, about 1,400; and the Baptists, who
maintained one short-lived school in the territory, also about
1,400. 46 The Congregationalists, however, numbered only about
300 members in the territory. Thus, Congregational concern with
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education had led to a unique condition, wherein Congregationalists in the territory were outnumbered by the Hispanic
pupils in their rural schools.
Congregational, Presbyterian, and Methodist concern for rural
schooling extended well beyond the turn of the century. The
public school legislation of the 1890s, which led to the gradual
phasing out of private schools in towns of any size, had little immediate effect in rural areas. In the 1890s, for much of the territory, public schooling was only a distant prospect. When Congregationalists turned in this direction, they were filling a real
need. Perhaps in so doing they were reflecting attitudes similar to
those which prompted urban churches elsewhere in America during the social gospel period to establish classes and programs for
immigrant children.
South and west of Albuquerque, a number of small Hispanic settlements had served for many decades as outposts for the larger
Rio Grande communities. During the 1880s, the railroad made
these villages more accessible, but they were still rather isolated.
The New West Commission selected several of these communities
as school sites.
In January 1895, Mrs. Lizzie A. Collings, a Congregational
teacher, moved from Albuquerque to one of these settlements-the
small village of Cubero, located at the base of Mount Taylor. Lizzie Collings had come to Albuquerque about the time that the
Congregationalists were moving into their first church in New
Town. In 1881, she served as clerk for the church and became the
thirteenth member in December of that year. In the fall of 1892,
she began teaching at the Albuquerque Academy, remaining on
the faculty into the 1890s. During these years she found it convenient for her daughter, Laura, to attend the academy.47 When the
academy closed, Mrs. Collings may have been looking for a new
direction in her life. At this point the directors of the school at
Cubero, which had been kept open intermittently since 1884,
when it was begun through Father Ashley's influence, offered her
a job as teacher and principal.
Cubero, like the other villages in this area, had been on the far
western rim of Spanish settlement, virtually in the heart of
Cebolleta Navajo country, when some sixty families had founded

Above: First Congregational Church, 1915-1916. Below: Mission
School at Cubero, 190 I. Courtesy Special Collections, Zimmerman Library, UNM.
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it in 1835. Earlier settlers in the area had been driven out by the
Navajo in the late 1700s, and in the intervening years the Rio
Puerco Valley recorded a history of raiding and war between
Navajo and Spaniard. 48 When Lizzie Collings arrived, she found a
people who were very poor but who were eager for schooling for
their children.
After months of working and living in a "badly lighted, inconvenient and unhealthy building," which was so poorly constructed that she had to rely on an umbrella whenever it rained,
Lizzie Collings finally acquired a new building and an assistanther daughter, Laura. In the late 1890s and darly 1900s, the two
women struggled hard to teach the fifty or so ichildren and to provide an indirect influence on their families. Tliey were encouraged
with the results. After six years, they reported: "The deportment
and recitations of the pupils would be a credit to pupils
anywhere. "49
Despite Cubero's isolation the two teachers maintained close
ties with other mission workers through the communication network that bound Southwest Congregationalists at the turn of the
century. Mrs. Collings often appeared on the program of the annual meetings of the Congregational Association of New Mexico,
discussing a variety of topics ranging from "Practical Temper-_
ance Work" to "The Records and Results of our Spanish Educational World, "50 By 1908, the Collings' school at Cubero and the
five other mission schools maintained' by the Congregational
Education Society welcomed a long-awaited opportunity. That
year marked the first time that they could send their graduates to a
boarding school in Albuquerque for secondary education.
The Rio Grande Industrial School, founded south of Albuquerque in 1908, was the Hispanic successor to the Albuquerque
Academy. Like the Presbyterian Menaul School and similar
Methodist institutions, it was established for Hispanic children
from rural areas such as Cubero, where secondary public schooling was not available, The Rio Grande School filled a gap in New
Mexico's educational system for twenty-four years, from 1908 to
1932. In its first year, the school provided room and board for
twenty pupils, but by 1914 it had more than doubled its enrollment. 51 With an industrial and academic curriculum similar to
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that offered in the federal government's Indian boarding schools
during this period, the Rio Grande School survived by means of a
stringent budget and student sharing of the work load. The rationale for student work echoed the logiC used at the nearby Albuquerque Indian School: it saved money; it provided "character
development"; and it taught an appreciation for the value of
work. As a promotional pamphlet for the Rio Grande School
counseled: "Accuracy and carefulness and faithfulness . . . require cultivation. . . . Another thing which requires cultivation
is respect for the dignity of labor and an appreciation of the fact
that work is not a misfortune but an opportunity."52
The Rio Grande School served as a highly visible experiment for
Albuquerque Congregationalists. Here was an opportunity for
them to view the results of their deeply-rooted concern for the
value of education. Hence, the church had many ties with the
school. Groups within the church raised funds for scholarships
and new facilities. Members occasionally gathered at the school
for Sunday picnics and services. In the spring, they honored the
graduates with a special serviCe. Moreover, the enthusiasm for the
Greater Sunday School movement, popular among local Protestant churches in this period, led the Congregationalists to offer a
special Sunday school taught in Spanish for Rio Grande pupils.
Reverend Heald procured Spanish Bibles for the class through the
American Bible Society. 53 Probably the greatest enthusiasm for
the school, however, was shared by Laura Collings, her mother,
and the other Congregational teachers in the small, rural mission
schools. In 1915, Laura Collings wrote to Boston: "We are very
much delighted this year with our representation in the Rio
Grande Industrial School. Not only hav~ we some of our own
pupils there, but we have some there that we hope will have strong
characters in the years to come. . . ."54
Education and temperance were probably the strongest direct
outlets for Albuquerque's Congregationalists in the social gospel
era. In both fields, Congregationalists, despite their relatively
small numbers, were in the forefront of the Protestant effort to
achieve reform. In urban, industrial America, Protestants sought
to reach out to laborers, immigrants, and the poor through the in-
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stitutional church and groups such as the Salvation Army. In
Albuquerque, less than 200 Congregationalists adapted the national reform mood of the social gospel to the unique needs and
circumstances of New Mexico. While they participated in the battle to achieve prohibition, they saw schooling as their greatest concern. Hence, it was in the field of education that this handful of
Congregationalists made their most enduring contribution to New
Mexico.
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PICTORIAL ALBUQUERQUE (1880-1910)
IN THE ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM PHOTOARCHIVE
BYRON A. JOHNSON
AND ROBERT K. DAUNER

Two

CONFLICTING TRENDS seem to have characterized Albuquerque in the thirty years or so following the coming of the railroad in 1880. Even before the rails were laid through Albuquerque, and especially after the first trains came, Anglo merchants
and developers purchased land surrounding the rail line, laid out
commercial and residential sites, and threw up many new buildings. These developments helped to change the outlook of Albuquerque, for the newcomers brought cultural attitudes thatdiffered from those of earlier residents of the town.
But one can make too much of the shaping power of these innovations. While accepting some of these changes, residents of Albuquerque also retained ties to earlier institutions. Moreover, the
lines of influence were not in one direction; Hispanic architecture,
religious persuasions, and social customs also influenced the attitudes of newcomers. While changes and innovation were apparent
during the years from 1880 to 1910, so were the influences of
tradition and continuity.
Yet historians who attempt to chronicle these early years of
Albuquerque may find that some business, municipal, and county
records no longer exist, having been destroyed during urban
renewal (circa 1955-1970) or lost earlier in the twentieth century.
If many of these usual research materials are lacking, others are
readily available. One such source is the photographs taken of
early Albuquerque, and one of the most important of these collections is that in the Albuquerque Museum Photoarchive. In 1976 a
.group of volunteers began to collect negatives and photographs of
local historical value. When the initial project was completed, the
collectors gave the museum several hundred images, the beginning of the present photoarchive. Recognizing the value of such
0028-6206/80/0700- 253 $1.50/0
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materials, the museum decided to identify and preserve historic
images, and a photoarchivist was eventually hired to maintain the
collection, process incoming materials, and service inquiries.
Since 1976 more than 35,000 photographs have been gathered.
Subjects include studio portraits of significant individuals and
many photographs of buildings, social events, and businesses.
Images in the collections date from the first known photograph of
San Felipe de Neri.Church, about 1866, to snapshots taken in the
late 1950s.
Donations to the archive have come from individuals, businesses, educational institutions, and other repositories. The largest
gift was the Brooks Collection, which Mr. and Mrs. Channel
Graham donated. It consists of more than 20,000 negatives taken
in and around Albuquerque between 1913 and 1942 and was discovered during the remodeling of the old Brooks Studio on Central
Avenue. Another major collection is the Albuquerque Museum/
University of New Mexico Joint Photoarchive, which contains
more than 1,000 copy negatives in the UNM General Library
Special Collections. The UNM library and the museum have
developed a computer indexing system for photographs which is
capable of generating either photographer or subject indices and
which can be transformed to computer microfiche for inexpensive
distribution. As soon as the system has been refined further, copies
of the catalog for the archive will be distributed to regional educational institutions.
Since the creation of the photoarchive at the Albuquerque
Museum, the news media, home owners restoring older dwellings,
historians, and students from universities and high schools have
made use of the collections. Images are still being sought to enhance the archive, and persons having photographs of local historical value are urged to lend them for copying and preservation.
The photoarchive is available to the general public on an appointment basis during regular museum hours for non-profit and
educational uses. A small charge is made for the reproduction of
images.
The following photographs, selected from the more popular images in the archive, represent the cultural changes and continuities
that characterized Albuquerque in the three decades or so following the arrival of the railroad in 1880.
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72.75/1. La Molina de Glorieta flour mill near Old Town. Owned by Franz Huning, circa 1875. Courtesy of Albuquerque Museum.
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77 .133/ I. Romero Street looking northwest, Old Town, circa 1881.
Courtesy of Albuquerque Museum.

80.20/3. Railroad Avenue (now Central) looking east from approximately Fourth Street, June 1881. Courtesy of Museum of New Mexico.
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Old Town.Plaza looking northwest from the top of the Ambrosio Armijo store, circa 1883. Courtesy of Albuquerque
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78.15116. Santa Fe Railroad yards looking southwest, circa 1885. Various warehouses and wholesale establishments are visible
trackside. Courtesy of Albuquerque Museum.
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South side of Railroad Avenue (now Central) from First Street, circa 1890. Courtesy of Albuquerque Museum.
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Wool wagons lined up along south Second Street, circa 1890. Courtesy of Albuquerque Museum.
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78.50/82. Judge W. L. Trimble's "Red Barn" Livery stable just north of Railroad Avenue on Second Street, circa 1890. Courtesy of UNM
Library/Albuquerque Museum Joint Photoarchive.
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78.50/709. Home Economics cooking class, University of New Mexico, circa 1895. Courtesy of UNM Library/Albuquerque
Museum Joint Photoarchive.
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72.42. Castle Huning, residence of Franz Huning, at Fifteenth Street and Railroad Avenue, 1902. The building was
razed in 1955. Courtesy of Albuquerque Museum.
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72.31/2. Trackside view of the Alvarado Hotel by a Detroit Photographic Company photographer, circa 1908. Courtesy of Albuquerque Museum.
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77.99/1. Author Erna Fergusson and Grace Borradaile dressed for a
play at Ada Philbrick's kindergarten, circa 1892. Courtesy of Albuquerque Historical Society.

A-I. View of the first plane to fly in New Mexico, Territorial Fair
Grounds in Old Town, 1911. Courtesy of Albuquerque Museum.
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO
PRESERVATION AWARDS

AT A RECENT meeting of the Cultural Properties Review Committee, an arm of
the Historical Society of New Mexico, the following persons and groups were
given awards for their work in historical preservation.
Albuquerque Museum: restoration of the nineteenth century horsecar.
Robert B. Collins: prosecution of illegal "pothunters" and contributions to
historic preservation law.
University of New Mexico: efforts to preserve historic Hodgin Hall.
Spencer Wilson: preservation plan for the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad,
continuing liaison as New Mexico representative of the National Trust, and
guidance on the Cultural Properties Review Committee.
Kaiser Steel Company: support of archaeological investigations in the York
Canyon mine area.
George Clayton Pearl: ten years of service on the Cultural Properties Review
Committee and contributions in preserving and restoring architectural
properties.
Marc Simmons: historical publications, including New Mexico, A Bicentennial
History, and ten years service to the Cultural Properties Review Committee.
Walter Harris: restoration of Albuquerque's nineteenth century horsecar.
Enchanted Painters: restoration of Albuquerque's nineteenth century horsecar.
.John P. Conron: contributions to historical preservation organizations, restoration architect, editor and author of historic preservation publications, and
ten years of architectural expertise on the Cultural Properties Review Committee.
Lester B. Urichell: extended efforts to rehabilitate the rolling stock on the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad.
The UNM Alumni Association: efforts to preserve historic Hodgin Hall.

ALBUQUERQUE: A SELECTIVE READING LIST
GLENN R. SCHWEGMANN
AND NANCY M. BROWN

The following selective bibliography is intended primarily for
nonspecialists. We have limited the listing to those published and
unpublished items we think the most significant or useful on the
history of Albuquerque. For a much more extensive guide to
materials about Albuquerque we highly recommend Jan Dodson
Barnhart's bibliography listed below. Her lengthy listing will be
useful to scholars, students, and buffs. Our much briefer listing is
divided into five parts: bibliographies, unpublished materials,
books: non-fiction, books: fiction, and essays. For aid in compiling
this listing we are indebted to Annabelle Oczon and the staff of the
department of special collections at the University of New Mexico
Library.
BIBLIOGRAPHIES
Barnhart, Jan Dodson. An Albuquerque Bibliography. Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Library and the Albuquerque Museum, 1980. Includes sections listing theses and dissertations, archives, microfilm, maps, monographs,
periodicals, and photographs.
Crocchiola, Stanley Francis Louis [Stanley, F.] The Duke City: The Story of
Albuquerque, New Mexico, 1706-1956. Pampa, Tex.: Pampa Print Shop,
1963. The appended bibliography must be used with caution.
UNPUBLISHED MATERIALS
Avant, Louis. "The History of Catholic Education in New Mexico Since the
American Occupation." Master's thesis, University of New Mexico, 1940.
Balch, Royce Jane. "Jacob Korber, Early Businessman of Albuquerque, New
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Book Reviews
A BOY's ALBUQUERQUE, 1898-1912. By Kenneth C. Balcomb. Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press in cooperation with the Albuquerque
Historical Society, 1980. Pp. ix, 100. Illus., index. $8.95
As ONE WHO HAS DEVOURED every book on Albuquerque's history for about
twenty-five years, I wondered what I would learn from Kenneth Balcomb's book
of his boyhood in Albuquerque that I had not read before. Surprisingly, this
delightful book with its many cleverly-written word pictures extended my
understanding of incidents that I had read about in other sources. It gave me a
better feeling for Albuquerque neighborhoods that I thought I understood.
Most people who like history have a better than average recollection of their
childhood days, but few can put their experiences into words that stir memories
as well as Balcomb has done in this book. Often descriptive passages in the book
triggered memories that were vaguely in my mind. These memories were vividly
recalled by his excellent writing.
The description of long narrow stairways to the second stories of buildings
with a dim 15 watt carbon light bulb at the top reminded me of my early morning paper route and the temptation to leave the paper at the bottom of the stairs
instead of at the top where the customers wanted it. I can think of only a few
buildings existing now with a door at the sidewalk leading to a stairway straight
up to the second floor, but these were common in the first-half of the century. The
fourteen-foot ceilings of the.first floor made these stairways endless in the eyes of
children. Another distortion of scale that Balcomb recalls is the immensity of the
"fat-rumped" horses that pulled the wagons and fire engines wheT! he was a boy.
I can remember in the thirties that the dray horse was still in evidence. A small
boy observing these large horses from the curb only a few feet away would
remember them to be larger than a present day eighteen wheeler! Somehow the
horses at horse shows, rodeos, and hors~ races are not nearly so big.
Balcomb's description of the local institutions of the day. _ . the police and
fire departments, the schools, the university and the various businesses of the
town. . . cannot help simulating recollections of anyone over fifty whether he
grew up in Albuquerque or elsewhere.
The author liked to be where the action was. . _on mountain picnics on the
4th of July when half the town dotted the mountainside, alongside the river sandbagging against floods, watching the visiting circus or Albuquerque's first
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balloonist who poured kerosene on a wood fire to heat the air in the balloon and
on reaching altitude parachuted to earth. I'm certain that the balloonist's audience did not foresee Albuquerque's becoming the balloon capital of the world
more than a half a century later.
The author talks of the economy of the area with its wool scouring and shipment of the clean wool to New England for weaving. He tells of the importance
of the railroad to the development of the town. He reminds us of the importance
to the future of Albuquerque of its national reputation as a health resort. In his
time, thousands of tuberculosis victims came to Albuquerque to fill sanatoriums,
rooming houses, and even tents. The lasting benefit to the city was not in the
dollars that were imported with the health seekers, but in the caliber of citizens
that came with the influx. Patients and medical workers included doctors,
lawyers, teachers, writers, newspapermen . . . professional men and women
whose talents greatly exceeded what normally might have been expected in a
small western town. Albuquerque has prospered because of them!
The chapter on the Ellis Ranch northeast of Albuquerque on the opposite side
of the Sandia Mountains is an excellent historical narration about a beautiful
spot in the Sandias about which I had not previously read. This ranch is known
to us as the Ellis or Cooper Ranch, but the settlement of the area by the Ellis
family has not been recorded before to my knowledge.
As with most towns during this period the saloons were the social center of the
town, and the saloonkeepers were the backbone of organized charity. When a
sporting event needed support, when uniforms were needed for the town band or
a family was in need, a quick financial drive by the saloonkeepers would produce
the money in a short time. Many of the descendants of these saloonkeepers are
still leaders of our community.
The book is illustrated with many photographs not previously published and
with whimsical sketches by the author that effectively catch the flavor of the
times.
A Boy's Albuquerque tells the story of a small town at the turn of the century.
It wasn't too different from a New England or midwestern town. The railroad
had changed it from a Mexican agricultural village surrounding Old Town Plaza
to an almost typical American town. The hundred pages in this book will enter~ain and arouse memories of all who read it. For those of us who love Albuqueri:lue this book is required reading.

JV

Mayor of Albuquerque, 1973-1977

.

HARRY E. KINNEY

OLD TOWN, ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO: A GUIDE TO ITS HISTORY AND
ARCHITECfURE. By Byron A. Johnson. Albuquerque: Albuquerque Museum,
1980. Pp. 123. Illus., notes, bibliog. $5.95.

OLD TOWN ALBUQUERQUE (La Ruca, as the unimpressed call it) is a tourist trap.
It was so when I was a child; it is so today. It is not authentic history nor culture,
not even architecture. It is merely an outlet for trinkets, blankets, baskets, and
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high-priced food. It is an authentic tourist attraction in that it attracts them to
fleece them. Its merchants are interested in history only in so far as it sells merchandise. That is why, as a recent Albuquerque Journal (May 25, 1980) article
lamented, "locals" don't go there. That is why, when a fashionable architectural
trend seizes the "preservers," old buildings are torn down or refashioned, and
newer, more "authentic" ones constructed in their place.
.
Attempts to legitimize the crass commercialization are made from time to
time. One of the most expensive-to taxpayers-was the recent move of the Albuquerque Museum to the periphery of the plaza. Now comes a book published by
that very museum: Old Town, Albuquerque: A Guide to its History and Architecture. It is indeed a commendable project: give the tourist what he wants and keep
New Mexico green. Let us pray that the book remains a guide for tourists. They
were born to be misled-as official historical markers scattered throughout the
Land of Enchantment testify. I fear, however, that the Albuquerque Board of
Education, in its restless quest for mediocrity, may make it part of the curriculum. That would be sad; we desperately need informed citizens.
When I returned to Albuquerque after an absence of twenty years, I saw
numerous billboards proclaiming "Nuevo Mexico Fresco, " a local milk that was
supposedly "New Mexico Fresh." A company so arrogant as not to ask its own
mojados how to translate a simple phrase did not need my trade. I'recently
opened Old Town and deja vu! In the very first page of text I encountered four
such dismaying translations. When a book, in a bilingual state, translates bosque
as a river bottom, Sandia as melon, and arroyo as canyon, well you have to force
yourself to read further; hoping it will improve. The translations do not, and the
history is on a par with them.
I have to remind myself constantly that it is a guide" . . . to its History . . ."
intended for tourists. To the "locals," however, the reference section is more
valuable as a guide, and that is damning with faint praise. Mixed in with lamentably few top-notch historians such as Twitchell, Simmons, and Westphall, we see
a host of mediocres and unknowns, mostly with unpublished manuscripts,
seminar papers, no doubt.
The history is sketchy. What happened to Cabeza de Vaca? El Turco? Pope?
Names are misused (e.g., Francisco Vasquez Coronado). The Black Legend is
given the usual' homage of ethnocentric popular history: the poor mistreated Indian is horribly exploited by the cruel, unfeeling Spaniard.
Assumptions abound: " . . . [The Tiwa) probably did not realize that there
were fewer than twenty soldiers, who could easily have been overwhelmed. . . ." Spaniards were ferocious fighters whose very names struck terror into Europeans, much less stone-age aborigines. Cortez did not conquer the
millions of disciplined, brave Aztecs with a handful of hesitant, timid soldiers.
" . . . Cuervo decided to curry favor
clearly hoped to make his status . . .
permanent bY'virtue of good deeds
" Weren't Spaniards capable of dedication to their jobs without ulterior reasons? "When troops. . . reached Santa Fe,
they learned that secret American envoys had preceded them. . . ." Hardly.
The envoys were sent by Kearney himself.
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Myths are scattered in just the right places: ". . . [The Spanish] borrowed
heavily from Indian knowledge of irrigation. . . ," and". . . It is important to
note [why?] that the Spanish borrowed the acequia system from the Pueblo
peoples. . . ." Sorry, Virginia; the Spaniards were eons ahead of the Indians in
irrigation technology. If they borrowed from anybody, it had been the Moors.
"As is often the case, the true story has been simplified to the point of error,"
states the author. Ah, for a bit of insight! ". . . Manuel Armijo carefully managed a groundswell of revolt. . . ." The revolt began in the north, led by Gonzalez; Armijo got caught up in it. Gonzalez was later elected governor, and Armijo, furious that he was not, led Mexican troops, overturned and killed Gonzalez, and proclaimed himself governor. "Franz Huning, a famous railroad
developer. . . ." Merely because the railroad company used Huning to buy his
unsuspecting neighbors' land cheaply and covertly does not make him a railroad
developer. Franz Huning was a real estate speculator supreme.
I want desperately to say something positive about the book. Ah, yes! It has
nice pictures! Once it starts presenting pictures, it is smooth sailing, except for a
few misleading captions. Take, for instance, the one on page fifty concerning the
Huning Castle. It gives the impression that Huning made his fortune from land
speculation and railroading before he started buying the 700 acres that now include all the Country Club addition and most of west Barelas. It simply is not so.
He bought the land before the Santa Fe arrived, in anticipation of selling it to the
Denver and Rio Grande at a neat profit. It was not until later that he began selling town lots there, after he had made a killing selling lots around east Barelas.
Another picture caused me a start. On page 45 is a photograph of a horsecar,
that is, a horse-drawn streetcar, "headed for Old Town." The passengers are
easily seen, but the horse is nowhere in sight; it does not even cast a shadow!
Spectators are watching with fascination, as well they might be!
The book is well worth the price (less than half that of a so-so meal in the Plaza)
just for the pictures. They seem authentic and should bring many a twinge of
nostalgia to the old timers such as Gilberto Espinosa and Howard Bryan, two iminortal denizens of La Ruca. But both are too-good historians to take the history
part seriously.

Sandia Laboratories

LARRY S. LOPEZ

NEW MEXICO: A BICENTENNIAL HISTORY. By Marc Simmons. New York: Norton
and Company, 1977. Pp. xi, 207. IlIus., notes, index. $9.95
NEW MEXICO IS A UNIQUE STATE. Established as a Spanish outpost in the New
World before the English landed at Jamestown, it early developed a distinctive
character that has proved wondrously attractive to succeeding generations of
residents and visitors. In his volume, New Mexico: A Bicentennial History, Marc
Simmons describes the people and events that helped shape the development of
his adopted state and contributed to its "rich and chromatic" history. In vivid
prose he also conveys his own feelings for the Land of Enchantment. The result is
one of the best interpretive studies in the Bicentennial Series.
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The book falls into two parts. About sixty percent of the text focuses on New
Mexico's Indian, Spanish and Mexican heritage, with the remaining pages
devoted to Anglo impact since 1846. Declaring early in the volume (p. 12) that
the predominant theme in New Mexico's history is the "collision and mingling of
cultures," Simmons focuses his narrative to illustrate this point. He portrays the
Spanish experience as planned, pervasive, and accommodative. Prominent
figures-Coronado, Onate, de Anza-take center stage and play direct roles in
the task of exploring and planting Hispanic civilization in this remote world.
Survival meant coping with pressures generated by Indian warfare, perennial
supply problems, and an aggressive clergy determined to press Christianity upon
the natives. Despite violence and rebellion, Hispanic institutions prevailed,
modified to be sure, but firmly rooted. A distinctive society emerged, shaped in
part from contact with the local population "and in part from isolation and lax
ties with central authority. Only when Missouri traders opened the Santa Fe
Trail during the Mexican period did the isolation begin to fade. The war of
1846-48 brought American dominance.
Simmons treats New Mexico's territorial experience with less balance and
depth. The Civil War is described at length, with the prose purpling in places,
e.g. (p. 148): "Lean as greyhounds, hungry as December wolves, and clad in tattered butternut uniforms, the downcast and defeated invaders formed as ragtag
an army as the New Mexico's sun ever blistered." Unfortunately, Gen. Carleton's
name is consistently misspelled "in this discussion. The period 1865-19 I 2 also
receives brief treatment. The statement (p. 161) that Pres. Hayes declared Lincoln County to be in insurrection and sent Agent Angel to investigate is reversed
(Angel came first), and practically nothing is said about the far reaching influence of the powerful Santa Fe Ring. In a concluding chapter, the author
characterizes the changing scene since statehood (19 I 2) by describing three incidents that mirror the continuing problems over individualism and minorities.
These include the Pueblo protest against the Bursum bill (1922), John Prather's
defiance of federal encroachment (1957), and the Tijerina crusade to regain community land grants (1966). Unfortunately, little attention is given to the literary
scene in New Mexico (the Fergussons, Horgan, Lawrence, etc.), and to the
development of the arts, education, and religion in the state.
The book contains a definite personal dimension. The author alerts readers to
inaccurate portrayals in history textbooks (p. 25), chides Easterners who still
think that a passport is needed to enter New Mexico (p. 46), and affirms that the
state's "distinctive Hispanic heritage has not received the recognition and respect
it deserves" (p. 188). He has a true "feel" for the land and people he describes, as
evidenced in his personal epilogue, where he recalls his first impressions of New
Mexico, and a trip horseback into the mountains of the Rio Puerco country.
The book is handsomely illustrated, with fifteen photographs that depict the
old and the new in New Mexico. The index, however, leaves much to be desired.
The Battle of Valverde (pp. 145-47) is submerged under the entry for the Civil
War, words are misspelled (Gadsden, Mogollons, etc.), and some prominent
places (Mesilla) are not included. In his preface (p. xiii) Marc Simmons indicates
that he will single out for discussion "certain high points that help make New
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Mexico's COLhistOry understandable and meaningful." Within the
gUidelin/,ta'ted, his book is a gem..

Univer ty of Arizona

HARWOOD P. HINTON

EW MEXICO COURTHOUSES. By Donald Whisenhunt. Southwestern Studies,
Monograph Number 57. El Paso: University of Texas, Texas Western Press,
1979. Pp. 46. lUus. $3.00

\ I

'. /

DR. DONALD WHiSENHUNT has performed a great service by providing this
monograph on the courthouses of New Mexico. By having personally visited and
photographed each and everyone of them, he brings to us their stories and the
reflections ofthe community which they represent.
With the hope of bringing the seat of county government ever closer to the people of New Mexico, large counties had numerous smaller counties carved from
their vast expanses. A desire for greater control and closeness of service provided
the motive for the increase in the number of counties.
Teachers as well as students of history will be pleased with the information and
insights which Dr. Whisenhunt includes in his work. American presidents, one
U.S. vice-president, one U.S. senator, prominent New Mexicans, and
geographical and historical figures all lend their names to New Mexico counties.
Although the reference chart listing the counties, dates, populations, etc. is
hylpful, maps of New Mexico to determine the relationship of one county to
ahother would have been a valuable asset.
/ i There is a great need for more research and publication in this field of New
/
Mexico history, and Dr. Whisenhunt's work is a fine addition.
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Western New Mexico University

DALE F. GIESE

ROGUE! BEING AN ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE AND HIGH TIMES OF STEPHEN W.
DORSEY, UNITED STATES SENATOR AND NEW MEXICO CATTLE BARON. By
Thomas J. Caperton. Santa Fe: The Museum of New Mexico Press, 1978. Pp.
56. Illus., maps, bibliog. $3.95.
OSTENSIBLY A POPULAR BIOGRAPHY of an unscrupulous New Mexico politician,
Rogue! is, in fact, about the famous Dorsey mansion east of Springer. Stephen W.
Dorsey had the classic political gifts-elegance, eloquence, charm, wit, and good
fellowship-but suffered from a fatal paucity of political and business ethics. His
role in Gilded Age politics symbolized the corruption so endemic in American
national life. His singular career illustrated the nature of private business morality and public character. But, to understand the subtleties and complexities of
Dorsey's life and career, one must go elsewhere.
Caperton's work is best represented as a fine brochure on the history and construction of the Dorsey mansion. It is lavishly filled with quality photographs of
Dorsey, family, and home, construction blueprints, and maps. A brief history of
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the mansion in post-Dorsey years is also presented, Herein lies its essential value,
Through this attractive and well-presented work, Caperton depicts the mansion
as a piece of Victorian architecture at its finest and as a transplant of AngloAmerican culture in an Hispanic environment.
Although Dorsey built his mansion to last forever, he himself pursued only a
temporary and mediocre career in territorial politics. He had made his mark
earlier as a senator from Arkansas and as chairman of the Republican National
Committee during the Hayes-Tilden election of 1876-1877. His controversial
role ih the Star Route frauds suggests that his career was not inspiring. He
emefges from Caperton's research as a good-hearted scamp, no better and no
wdrsel'than his contemporaries. Even so, it is ironic that Dorsey is remembered in
New,(Mexico, not for his deeds', 'but for the house he built on the western plains in
0 fax County.
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STE'HEN SAYLES

THE UNITED STATES MARSHALS OF NEW MEXICO AND ARIZONA TERRITORIES,
1846-1912 by Larry D. Ball. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1978. Pp. x, 291. Illus., notes, bibliog., index. $12.50.

FOR OVER SIXTY YEARS United States marshals were the principal federal law enforcement officers in New Mexico and Arizona. Their responsibilities were extremely broad, including identifying and pursuing criminals, organizing posses,
disposing of the property of Confederate sympathizers, serving federal
documents, and paying jurors. In this volume, drawn from a dissertation at the
University of Colorado, Arkansas State University professor Larry D. Ball
chronicles for the first time the activities of those marshals who served in the far
Southwest.
For the most part the territorial marshalcy was an obscure and relatively
unimportant post. Few who served in New Mexico-men like C. P. Clever, John
Pratt, and Creighton Foraker-are well known even to specialists in New Mexico
territorial history. Seldom did their influence or authority match the territorial
governor, secretary, or judges. Moreover, the job itself posed many special problems. The need for a single individual, sometimes assisted by a handful of parttime deputies, to work throughout an entire territory impeded effectiveness.
Moreover, the marshal was so far from his superiors in Washington, and his instructions were frequently so vague that it was difficult for anyone to know the
proper scope of his activities, The presence of warring Indians, a Mexican-American citizenry which sometimes resented Anglo law enforcement, and
the ease of crossing to and from Mexico or Texas made the work of the marshals
even more complicated.
Few of the myths surrounding the federal marshals in the 19th century can survive a close reading of Ball's study. Matt Dillons the New Mexico and Arizona
marshals were not. Nearly all lacked training, experience, or expertise in law enforcement. They were appointed by the president, almost always for partisan
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political reasons. The post was so lacking in prestige and potential profitability,
however, that little attention was given to selecting appointees, and those who
accepted were typically unexceptional. The marshalcy turned over frequently,
and it was not uncommon-more so in Arizona than New Mexico-for the post
to go unoccupied for months at a time. Many marshals proved to be embarrassments to the federal government, and none stands out as exemplary law enforcement officials.
Modern readers cannot help cringing at what often purported to be justice in
territorial New Mexico. Spanish-Americans and Indians were especially
vulnerable to the abuse of power by Anglo lawmen. Not a few arrests and trials
were blatantly political, and the lack of adequate prison facilities meant that accused lawbreakers and convicts suffered in tiny, rodent-infested quarters or were
sent to other far-off state or federal prisons. Many of the New Mexico marshals
allied themselves with partisan political groups, especially the Santa Fe Ring,
and the marshals' involvement in the Lincoln County and Colfax County wars
was hardly noble. Most of the marshals devoted their letters to Washington
primarily to plead for increased salaries, inflated travel allocations, or the right
to employ more deputies.
Some improvement in the quality of justice did seem to occur with the passage
of time, but whether this was due to improved selection processes, more conscientious officials, or luck is impossible to discern. New Mexicans may also find some
solace in knowing that their marshals were more honest than their Arizona
counterparts, some of whom absconded with federal funds.
Ball's systematic approach to his subject provides what is at once an impressive and disappointing book. The amount of information he provides is
exceptional, and there is probably little more that can be said about the marshalcy in these two territories. On the other hand, he tends to be too cautious,
avoiding analysis and restraining praise or condemnation. Moreover, his focus is
narrowly on New Mexico and Arizona, so that we have little or no evidence by
which to compare law enforcement in this region of the Southwest with what ocfurred elsewhere. But perhaps that is the subject of another book.
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LAWRENCE R. MURPHY

THE ROAD WEST: SAGA OF THE 35TH PARALLEL. By Bertha S. Dodge. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1980. Pp. viii, 222, Illus., notes,
bibliog., appen., index. $15.95.
FRONTIER TRAVELERS of all types followed the 35th parallel through New Mexico
for more than three centuries. During their journeys they passed by a well-known
landmark called EI Morro or Inscription Rock. Located in northwestern New
Mexico between Acoma and Zuni, this historic site bears the names and dates of
many individuals who passed by. Therefore, according to Bertha S. Dodge, EI
Morro "bears witness to the significant role played in history by average men
who could not have been very average to face the risks and uncertainties of the
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route they.had undertaken" (p. 3). Spanish explorers Francisco Vasquez de Coronado and Juan de Onate stopped at the location as did later mountain men and
United States government explorers such as Kit Carson and John C. Fremont.
United States Army dragoons under command of Colonel Stephen W. Kearny in
1846 and eager gold seekers heading for California in 1849 also left their marks
on the face of the rock.
Lieutenant Edward Fitzgerald Beale, who was partially responsible for the
army's camel corps experiment, probably led this strange looking party past Inscription Rock in 1857. Four years before, Lieutenant Amiel Weeks Whipple had
led government surveyors in marking a route from Fort Smith, Arkansas, to the
Pacific coast by way of Albuquerque and Zuni. Many individuals had hoped that
the first transcontinental railroad would follow the 35th parallel west, but it was
constructed north at the 38th parallel, across an easier to use route. Later, the
combined Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe and Central Pacific Line built along the
35th parallel to California.
This work contains the history of New Mexico as it relates to the 35th parallel,
and especially to those men who labored their way west through the region. The
focus is primarily the nineteenth century-the adventure and hardship travelers
suffered is keenly expressed. The writing style of the book is lively, and it is
generaIIX- interesting. Unfortunately, it contains nothing new for historians, nor
does it' n\present what is generally thought to be a scholarly effort. Moreover, the
ork i/not a complete history of the 35th parallel; rather, it is the history of the
roytthrough New Mexico. This book is best suited for history buffs or turistas
h' are interested in the colorful past of the re,gion.
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ANDREW DASBURG. By Van Deren Coke. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1979. Pp. x, 141. Illus., notes, index, chronology, works of Andrew
Dasburg. $29.95

AESTHETIC COLONIES flourished at Taos and Santa Fe during the period
1920-1940. Each attracted hundreds of writers, painters, and other creative
types; several brought with them, or subsequently achieved, national, even international, acclaim. Andrew Dasburg was one of these. Coke's study traces his
genius, plots his career, and places him in the galaxy of 20th century American
painters.
Born in Paris in 1887, Dasburg moved with his widowed mother to New York
as a boy. Dasburg's natural talent for painting caught the attention of his
teachers; they placed him in the Art Students League at the age of fifteen. In
1909 he moved to Paris for additional instruction in painting and sculpture and
was much influenced by Cezanne, Matisse, and Picasso. Returning to the United
States, he displayed paintings and sculpture in the famous Armory Show in
1913. In the same year he met Mabel Dodge (Luhan) through his friend, radical
journalist John Reed. Dasburg attended her "evenings" which she modeled after
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the European salon. She moved to Taos in 1917, and Dasburg followed her.
Thereafter for several years Dasburg spent each winter in Taos, returning summers to the East to paint and to teach at the Art Students League, at Woodstock,
and at Miss Wheeler's School in Providence. Dasburg also did considerable
studio teaching. During the late 1920s he moved permanently to New Mexico,
settling first at Santa Fe and later at Taos, where he spent the remainder of his
life; he died at Taos in 1979 at the age of 92.
Coke explains that while Dasburg was influenced by Cezanne, Matisse, and
Picasso, he expressed himself eclectically in that he retained a sanity in his
aesthetic experimentation, shunning the limiting exclusionism of peer painters.
Dasburg courageously applied that technique and style which his subject seemed
to require.
Dasburg's influence extended beyond that of painter to master teacher. Mabel
Dodge (Luhan) said of his influence over proteges: "I know of no singl~ artist in
the Southwest who has influenced, or does influence, the work of younger
painters more than Andrew Dasburg. . . . From the early years of his career he
had a curious power over other artists. It almost seemed he had a magic hand
that drew fr~m the student potential creativeness." Two of his most renowned
students are Kenneth Adams and Ward Lockwood.
Friends and critics wondered why Dasburg, who had the choice of studio site
in Europe or New York, chose to settle in Taos, "such a remote and rustic setting." Coke explains that Dasburg "found in Taos a spirit of timelessness that
provided him with an opportunity for reverie and retrospection. This, together
with the stimulation he received from living among the people of Taos and in the
intimate presence of the landscape."
Coke reveals that "Dasburg was one of the few Americans, and certainly
among the very earliest, truly to absorb and understand Cezanne, Matisse, and
Cubism." And critics acclaim him "the greatest landscape draughtsman since
Yan Gogh." This study's merits include, besides memorializing one of America's
great artists, a demonstration of the impact of a unique social and natural environment (found in northern New Mexico) on creativity, and presentation of a
model, pointing the way for additional studies of those muses who coveyed-up at
Taos and Santa Fe during the first half of the 20th century.
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AMERICANS ON THE ROAD: FROM' AUTOCAMP TO MOTEL, 1910-1945. By Warren
James Belasco. Cambridge: MIT Press, 1979. Pp. ix, 212. Illus., notes,
bibliog., index. $14.95.

THIS BOOK IS a short account of the development of travel by automobile in the
United States, and it deals particularly with the accommodations available to
motorists. There was a rather clear, three-stage evolution in this development.
The first stage, lasting from 1910 till 1920, featured auto-camping by the roadside. The second, beginning approximately 1920, saw the emergence of free,
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municipal camps. And the final stage started in the 1920s when fees were
charged for camping; then private camps and cabins were opened, and the motel
industry was born.
The first stage was noted,especially as an era of freedom in travel; Americans
in automobiles were liberated from rigid train schedules, and this break symbolized a reaction against the impersonal, industrial establishment of the 19th
century. This type of travel was called "Gypsying"; getting to a particular place
was not as important as going there at one's pace and with one's family.
There were so many people who tried "Gypsying," however, that problems
soon appeared. The roadside became crowded, dirty, and even dangerous
because of poor sanitation. Free municipal camps were built to correct these
problems and to encourage tourists to buy from local merchants. The plan worked as numerous comfortable camps were opened, and motorists readily spread
the word about the pleasant ones that they found.
But some people abused the free camps, and few cities could afford to maintain
them. The third stage now began; once fees were charged for municipal camps,
private entrepreneurs could compete for the motorists' trade. Once begun, competition grew rapidly to the benefit of the motorist and private camp owner but
to the detriment of the hotels.
.
Hotels of that era had been tied to the railroad travelers, and their trade had
declined as automobile travel increased. When hotel owners saw the serious
threat to their business, many attacked private camps and motels as unsanitary
or immoral. They then tried to destroy the competition with local and state
legi~lation and, in the 1930s, even drew up a restrictive code under the aegis of
the NIRA. Obviously, all these attempts failed, and a thriving industry was
underway. Belasco points out a great irony here: autocamping began as an ·inexpensive, individualistic sport, but it launched the successful and standardized
motel industry.
Americans on the Road is a pleasant book that reads easily, but the bibliogriphy does pose a difficulty. It is organized by chapters, and its format makes it
difficult to locate a particular book, article, or author.
!But the book's strong points override this problem. Chapter Two, for example,
is especially interesting; here the descriptions of early travel encourage the reader
dJ!explore the old roads an'd small towns for the sights and adventures the early
,otqrists sought. Also, the photographs are numerous and informative. The
hoto on the dust jacket of a very early auto on the rim of the Grand Canyon is
luperb; it alone speaks volumes of an earlier and simpler age of travel.
'
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HISTORICAL ATLAS OF ARIZONA. By Henry
Walker and Don Bufkin. Norman:
. University of Oklahoma Press, 1979. Unpaged. 65 maps with text, preface,
bibliog., index. $14.95.

THIS IS AN ATLAS to read, and very informative reading it is. Sixty-five black-andwhite plates are accompanied by extensive text that frequently goes beyond the
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graphic presentation. This is largely the work of Henry P. Walker who is best
known for his book The Wagonmasters but who has written extensively on
Arizona history and was assistant editor of the journal Arizona and the West.
The maps are by Donald H. Bufkin, now assistant djrector of the Arizona State
Historical Society and for many years a popular free-lance artist and cartographer. They bring together a wealth of knowledge about Arizona.
Oklahoma Press has cast the volume in quarto size with most maps full-page to
face appropriate text. (A gremlin, however, transposed maps 42 and 43.) The
first ten maps tell in a general way about prehistoric and early historic Indian
peoples, and the next four deal with Hispanic America. The bulk of the plates
(maps 17-49) illustrate the history of Arizona from the earliest fur trappers to the
development of railroads and mining. Ten maps then depict contemporary
Arizona-mines and legendary mines, land ownership, and surface water use.
Finally four maps show population growth, and two are devoted to the Grand
Canyon and historic sites.
Although the book includes a good bibliography. keyed to the numbered maps,
serious researchers may wish for more specific citations. This reviewer noted few
errors in either text or maps-and none serious-but the specialist must substantiate the more esoteric facts by laboriously checking the references listed for each
map and still may fail to find what he needs. Plainly, footnotes with the text
would save much trouble. The book also has obvious limitations. For instance
the growth of Phoenix and Tucson are well-shown (map 62), but there are no
detailed plats of these or any other cities at specific points in time. In several
cases (e.g., map 17, "Anglo Penetration: The Mountain Men") only generalized
traces of trails and roads are given; the map scale is too small to show detailed
routes. Arizona has such a deep history and large geographic setting that sixtyfive plates will fully satisfy only the general reader.
The Historical Atlas of Arizona is a bargain. It is encyclopedic and
authoritative. The,cartography is immaculate, the size convenient, and the text is
lucid and economical. The Oklahoma Press has designed a beautiful book that
will find its place in every Southwestern library.

NorthernArizona University

ANDREW WALLACE

Book Notes
Recent paperback publications from the University of Oklahoma Press include
three widely-used books, The Mescalero Apaches by C. L. Sonnichsen ($5.95),
Miracle Hill by Emerson Blackhorse Mitchell and T. D. Allen ($5.95), and The
Gunfighter: Man or Myth? by Joseph G. Rosa ($5.95). Sonnichsen's book has
been the standard history of the Mescaleros since it was first published in 1958
and continues to fulfill that function. Miracle Hill is of interest as an
autobiographical account of a Navajo boy and as a part of the growth of Native
American literature in the recent period. Rosa, an Englishman, is an authority on
western bad men, and this title has become a standard work on gunfighters and
western mythmaking.
The University of Oklahoma Press has also published a hardback edition of
Dallas Stoudenmire by Leon C. Metz ($6.95), a book first published in 1969 by
Pemberton Press. Metz, archivist at the University of Texas at EI Paso, has written other books on western gunmen, including a biography of Pat Garrett, and
his subject, Stoudenmire, was a tough lawman in EI Paso in the 1880s.
Over the years Southwestern Studies, a monograph series published by the
University of Texas at EI Paso, has performed a valuable service in making
available manuscripts that fall between books and articles in size. Two recent
monographs of particular interest are Pat Carr, Mimbres Mythology and
Lawrence R. Murphy, Antislavery in the Southwest. The former is a speculative
work that seeks to interpret the myths of the Mimbres people (1000-1200 A.D.)
from story-telling pottery designs and historic Pueblo mythology. The result is a
stimulating study which makes a nice companion piece for J. J. Brody's recent
Mimbres Painted Pottery. Both studies illustrate the compelling need to preserve
Mimbres remains.
Antislavery in the Southwest is a study of the mission to New Mexico between
1850 and 1853 of William Kephart, a representative of the American Missionary
Association and the American and Foreign Antislavery Society. Kephart's lack of
Spanish and his dislike of Hispanic culture made his visit unsuccessful, but he
does provide an interesting commentary on New Mexico.
The End of the Longhorn Trail by Ott Black is available for $3.50 plus postage
from Longhorn Trail, Box 277, Harrison, N.D. 58540. First published in a small
North Dakota newspaper in the 1940s, this is the reminiscence of a cattleman
who spent time in Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and the northern plains. Like
most first-hand accounts, it should be checked for accuracy.
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Irene Fisher is author of two recent books published by the Albuquerque
Historical Society. Bathtub and Silver Bullet and a sequel, More Bathtubs and
Fewer Bullets, appeared in 1976 and 1977 and recreate village life, in this case
in Los Griegos in the early 1930s, through the use of composite rather than
historical characters.
A prominent creature in the history of New Mexico was the burro, and the
Museum of New Mexico Photo Archives Division recently published a collection
of photographs compiled by Richard Rudisill and Marcus Zafarano under the title, The Burro. It is an outstanding collection of seventy-five pages of
photographs that demonstrate the many uses of that animal.
The explosion of an atomic weapon at Trinity Site is now almost forty years in
the past, but the test was the most dramatic event in New Mexico history, and the
development program at Los Alamos was unique. City of Fire: Los Alamos and
the Atomic Age, 1943-1945 by James W. Kunetka tells the history of those
events. A revised edition, available in paperback for $7.95, has been made
available by the University of New Mexico Press.
The University of Utah Press has offered a paperback edition of The King
Danced in the Marketplace by Frances Gillmor. It is a biography of Moteczuma,
powerful Aztec ruler who expanded the empire that fell to the Spanish during the
rule of his great grandson.
Over the years Msgr. Francis J. Weber has been engaged in research and
publication on the history of California missions, and he has recently completed
two new books, both of which are available from Dawson's Book Shop, 535
North Larchmont Blvd., Los Angeles, Ca 90004. The Peninsular California Missions 1808-1880 ($10.00) is a collection of documents relating to Catholic
church activity in Baja California. The Pride of the Missions: A Documentary
History of San Gabriel Mission ($11.00) is the fifth volume in a documentary
history of California missions and includes seventy-one items on various topics in
the history of San Gabriel Mission.

